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01 TUARASCAIL AN RUNAI

Annual Convention gives us the
opportunity to take stock - to look
back on and reflect upon the past year
and to see what learnings we can take
forward as we prepare for another
busy season ahead.

There can be little doubt that the major
success story of 2025 was the roll-out
of the new football playing rules, which
were endorsed overwhelmingly at a
GAA Special Congress in October. The
significant increase in attendances at
games in 2025 would seem to indicate
that there is universal popularity for
the changes. In their final report The
Football Review Committee (FRC)
points out that further changes might
be considered in the future. This is to
be welcomed and one such option may
be to re-visit the four-point goal, which
was briefly trialed during the 2024
interprovincial games experiment. At
senior level there seems to be firm
evidence that three ‘two-point scores’
seem easier to obtain than two goals,
yet the net reward for both is the
same. While still too early to make a
definitive determination, this is one
area that, | believe, needs to be closely
monitored. Either way, it is important
to recognise the work of Jim Gavin and
the FRC for their efforts in enhancing
the game over the past 12 months and
into the future.

GAMES ACTIVITY 2025

For the second successive year there
was Ulster representation in Croke
Park on All-Ireland Senior Football
final day but Armagh’s great victory
of 2024 could, unfortunately, not be
repeated by Donegal as they lost
out to an impressive Kerry team who
were collecting their 39th All-Ireland
title. No team had played as many
games as Donegal in reaching an
All-Ireland Final and the 11th game
of their championship campaign

proved a bridge too far for the Tir
Conaill men, who had given us so
much joy throughout their incredible
championship journey.

Ulster Senior Football Championship
started on 6th April with the final
taking place on Saturday 10th May.
The beginning of the championship
saw Donegal host Derry at Pairc Mac
Cumhaill and a mere five weeks later
Donegal claimed back-to-back Anglo
Celt titles, with an extra-time victory
over Armagh.

The Ulster Under 20 Football
Championship operated on a round
robin basis again. The three teams who
did not qualify for the quarter finals
(Antrim, Fermanagh and Monaghan)
entered into a Tier 2 competition
which was won at Provincial level, by
Monaghan. Donegal and Tyrone met
in the Ulster U-20 Championship Final
and the Red Hand County won out
eventually, after extra time, in a brilliant
game of football at Owenbeg.

The Ulster Minor Football
Championship was organised in a back
door format where tiered national
competitions followed the provincial
championship. Tyrone won the Ulster
Minor Football Championship in a
cagey final against Cavan at Brewster
Park and, like their U-20 counterparts,
went on to collect All-Ireland honours.

The Allianz Football League again had
contrasting fortunes for the Ulster
counties. Donegal, Armagh, Derry
and Tyrone competed in the top tier.
Donegal and Armagh retained their
status while both Derry and Tyrone
were relegated.

In Division 2, Monaghan held the top
spot and won the League Final against
Roscommon at Croke Park. Cavan

finished fifth while Down finished
second bottom and were subsequently
relegated. Division 3 included
Fermanagh and Antrim. Fermanagh
finished in fourth position with

some notable victories, while Antrim
occupied the second bottom slot and
were relegated to Division 4 for 2026.

With regards to the Allianz Hurling
League, Antrim competed in Division
1B finishing on five points in fifth
position to remain in Division 1B in
2026. Down, Donegal, Derry and
Tyrone all participated in Division 2
with varying degrees of fortune. Down
topped the group and went on to claim
the Division 2 title by beating Kildare in
Inniskeen. Derry finished in fifth spot
to retain their Division 2 status, while
Donegal and Tyrone occupied the
bottom two positions and ultimately
were relegated.

In Division 3, Derry, Armagh and Cavan
were involved. Armagh finished fifth
to remain in the same division, while
Cavan finished sixth meaning they
were relegated to Division 4 for 2026.

In Division 4, Fermanagh finished
second to secure promotion but lost
the League Final to Louth, which was
played at Truagh.

The decision taking at an Ard
Combhairle meeting in September

2024 to postpone the pre-season
competitions was extremely
disappointing and came as a huge
surprise to Ulster GAA. In a year where
new football playing rules, proposed
by the FRC, and approved at Congress,
came into play, the pre-season
competitions would have been the
perfect opportunity to road test these
changes. The Dr. McKenna Cup and the
Conor McGurk Cup were major losses
from the GAA calendar in 2025 and
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01 SECRETARY'S REPORT

their re-introduction of 2026 is to be
warmly applauded.

SENIOR FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

The 2025 Ulster Senior Football
Championship commenced with
Donegal beating Derry by 1-25 to 1-15
in the First Round, giving an early
indication that there would be many
high scoring games, showing the
benefits of the new rules that had
been proposed by the Football Review
Committee. The following weekend
the trend continued as Armagh,

the reigning All Ireland champions,
defeated Antrim at Corrigan Park in
what was the highest ever scoring
game in the history of the Ulster
Championship. The next day, Cavan
were beaten in O’Neill’s Healy Park,
despite hitting 0-20 in response to
Tyrone’s 1-24, in another high scoring
encounter.

The following weekend witnessed the
other two quarter-final clashes, both
of which went down to the last play.
Fermanagh looked to be cruising to
victory on Saturday 19th April as they
led Down by seven points with seven
minutes remaining. Two quickfire
goals from Daniel Guinness and Ryan
McEvoy, however, turned the game on
its head and sent Down into a semi-
final while Fermanagh’s entry into the
Sam Maguire Cup was now removed.
The next day in Clones, Monaghan
stormed back with two pointers galore
to leave them just two points adrift of
Donegal but the hooter sounded and
the Farney comeback fell agonisingly
short and Donegal progressed to the
semi-final.

The Ulster Senior Football
Championship semi-finals were both
played at St. Tiernach’s Park, Clones. In
the first one, played on Saturday 26th

April, Armagh by virtue of a last gasp
free by Rory Grugan, just edged out
their Tyrone neighbours on a scoreline
of 0-23 to 0-22. The next day, Doneal
defeated Down by six points but the
Mournemen will look back at the

two goal chances that were spurned
as they mounted a second half
comeback.

The Ulster Final was brought forward
24 hours to accommodate a double-
biller with the Ulster Ladies Final,
which involved the same two teams.
A full house attendance meant that
St. Tiernach’s Park in Clones was a
pantheon of colour and noise and it
surely was an occasion befitting of an
Ulster Final.

The presence of the Kingscourt Band,
Cumann na mBunscol games, the
occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the Anglo Celt Cup and the honouring
our Jubilee team (Armagh 2000)
contributed to a marvellous event. In
keeping with the competitive nature
of our provincial championship, and in
what was one of the best ever Ulster
Finals, Donegal and Armagh could not

be separated in normal time so for the
fourth consecutive year, we required
extra time. Donegal held their nerve
with a Ciaran Moore goal proving

vital to win out by 2-23 to 0-28 and
claim back-to-back Anglo Celt Cup
successes. Patrick McBrearty accepted
the cup on behalf of his county on a
memorable day. It was not all gloom
for The Orchard County, however, as
they emerged victorious in the Ulster
Ladies Football Final which served as
the curtain-raiser on the day.

ALL-IRELAND FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Seven Ulster counties qualified for
the All-Ireland series (Sam Maguire
Cup), with the 16 participating
counties competing in four groups
with four teams in each. Ulster had
representation in three of the groups,
with no Ulster involvement in Group 2.

Down and Monaghan were pitted

in the same group (Group 3) with
Down getting off to a flying start
with a comprehensive win over Clare.
Monaghan also got off to a good start
with a Round 1 victory over Louth.
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All Ireland champions Armagh were
grouped with Galway, Derry and Dublin
in what became known as the ‘Group
of Death’. In Round 1, they won the
Ulster derby at the Box-It Athletic
Grounds.

Donegal and Tyrone faced off in their
Round 1 clash and it was the Red Hand
County that left Ballybofey with the
points in an excellent performance on a
miserable May evening. The following
day Cavan caused a major shock by
defeating Mayo in Castlebar.

In Round 2, Derry produced a great
performance and were unlucky to just
get a draw against Galway. The next
day, Armagh went to Croke Park to
defeat Dublin and subsequently top
the group.

Donegal travelled to Kingspan Breffni
to defeat Cavan, a day after Mayo had
done likewise to Tyrone in O’Neill’s
Healy Park.

Down and Louth played out a cliff
hanger in Pairc Esler with Adam
Crimmins’ diving block, after the
hooter had sounded, ensuring that the
home side held on and made it two
wins from two. Monaghan also won
their Round 2 game, with a strong
second half showing to overcome Clare
at Clones.

In Round 3 of Group 1, Tyrone defeated
Cavan comfortably while Donegal with
the aid of a late Ciaran Moore point
against Mayo ensured that the three
Ulster teams qualified from the group
in a Tyrone, Donegal and Cavan 1,2,3.

In Group 3, Down and Monaghan
faced off in their Round 3 clash at
Box-It Athletic Grounds to see who
would top the group and proceed
straight to the All-Ireland Quarter Final.

In a game that saw 10 two pointers
kicked, the half time score was a
remarkable 1-15 to 1-14 to Monaghan,
illustrating the quality of the score
taking. Monaghan topped the group
with a 2-27 to 1-26 in a brilliant game,
meaning that Down would have a
home Preliminary Quarter Final.

In Group 4, Armagh had already
topped the group before their Round 3
loss by the bare minimum to Galway at
Kingspan Breffni. Derry faced Dublin in
a game they had to win at Pairc Esler.
In another brilliant game of football,
Derry got so close, but Dublin just held
on to win by 0-22 to 0-20, securing a
home Preliminary Quarter Final clash
and eliminating The Oak Leaf men in
the process.

In the Preliminary Quarter Finals
played over the weekend of 21st /
22nd June, three Ulster counties were
involved. Down hosted Galway and

in a brilliant game of football, were
just beaten by 2-26 to 3-21in a brave
performance. Also, that day Donegal

hosted Louth and after a tight first half,
Donegal opened up in the second half
as they hit scores from all angles to
win out by 2-28 to 0-12.

Subsequently, Ulster had four
representatives left at the All-Ireland
Quarter Final stage which were all
played on the last weekend in June in
Croke Park. Monaghan and Donegal
played out a great spectacle in the
opening quarter final, with Monaghan
leading by seven points at one stage.
However, Donegal displayed their
endurance and scoring threat to run
out 1-26 to 1-20 winners. In the second
game of that double header, Tyrone
also displayed a strong finishing

burst to defeat Dublin by 0-23 to

0-16 and claim a semi-final spot. The
following day, Armagh and Kerry went
toe-to-toe with Armagh on top until
an amazing 13 unanswered points

by The Kingdom during the second
half ensured victory for the Munster
champions and evaporated Armagh’s
All-Ireland title defence. Meath caused
something of an upset as they took the
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scalp of Galway in the fourth quarter-
final.

The All-Ireland semi-finals were played
over the 12th and 13th July weekend
with the two Ulster sides kept apart.
Tyrone travelled to play Kerry on the
Saturday and despite starting well,
they ended up chasing the game for
long spells, following a first half goal
from David Clifford, resulting in a

1-20 to 0-17 defeat. The following day
Donegal squared up against Meath but
the surprise semi-finalists were unable
to cope with the hard running game
of the Ulster champions, who ran out
convincing 3-26 to 0-15 winners.

On Sunday 27th July, Donegal faced
Kerry in the All-Ireland Senior Football
Final. It was a fantastic occasion with
both counties bringing tremendous
colour to Jones’ Road, albeit in their
reverse strips. Kerry played with real
intent from the start and by half time
the scoreboard read 0-17 to 0-10 in
their favour, partly helped by a magical
David Clifford ‘two-pointer’ in the last
play of the first moiety.

The second half saw Donegal reduce
the deficit to four points at a stage,
but Kerry finished strongly and when
Joe O’Connor blasted a goal into the
Hill 16 end for the final score of the
game, ‘Sam’ was again heading south
as Kerry won the day on a 1-26 to 0-19
final scoreline. Kerry were worthy
champions but Donegal lost nothing in
defeat and their great run to the All-
Ireland final is worthy of nothing but
the highest of praise.

TAILTEANN CUP

Antrim and Fermanagh flew the banner
for Ulster in the 2025 Tailteann Cup.

In their opening game of the round
robin series, both counties suffered
defeat, as Antrim lost to Westmeath

in Mullingar and Fermanagh lost at
home to Carlow. Antrim lost again in
Round 2, while Fermanagh kept their
hopes of qualification to the knock-out
stages alive with a comfortable victory
in Longford. In Round 3, Fermanagh
secured their first win at Croke Park
since 2004, with an impressive victory
over Wexford. Results elsewhere
meant they topped the group and so
progressed directly to the quarter-final.
Antrim also won their Round 3 fixture

over London at Pairc Esler ensuring a
Preliminary Quarter Final spot. Antrim
travelled to Wexford in the Preliminary
Quarter Final and that’s where their
season ended on Sunday 8th June,
suffering a 5-13 to 2-21 loss.

In the quarter-finals, played on
Saturday 15th June, Fermanagh
showed that home comforts can be
vital as they defeated their Sligo
neighbours by 0-21to 0-16, in a round
where all four home teams progressed
to the last four. In the semi-final
double header played at Croke Park,
Fermanagh lost out to eventual
winners Kildare in miserable wet
conditions on a 1-13 to 0-9 scoreline
and thus ended Ulster’s involvement in
the competition.

MINOR FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

The 2025 Electric Ireland Ulster Minor
Football Championship was played

on a round robin basis with all teams
getting a ‘second chance’. Tyrone
beat Cavan in Round 2 but both teams
worked their way through to a final
meeting at Brewster Park.

Donegal and Tyrone bypassed the
quarter-finals to secure semi-final
slots and in the two quarter-finals
Cavan defeated Down and Monaghan
defeated Armagh. Both semi-finals
turned out to be really entertaining
encounters with Tyrone defeating
Monaghan 2-20 to 3-12 at Omagh,
while Cavan overcame Donegal by 1-17
to 0-15 at Kingspan Breffni.

Brewster Park was the venue for

the final where Tyrone produced a
splendid second half performance to
take the Fr. Murray Cup on a 2-11to 1-8
scoreline.
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The seven teams that were eliminated
prior to the Ulster Final entered the

National Tier 2 and Tier 3 competitions.

The two teams that were eliminated
earliest (Fermanagh and Antrim)
played in Tier 3 where they
unfortunately lost out to Longford and
Laois respectively in the First Round.

The five counties that lost out at the
Ulster Qualifier Round 2, quarter-final
and semi-final stages competed in
the National Tier 2 competition. In
the opening round Armagh defeated
Westmeath, Derry beat Tipperary,
while Down lost out to Leitrim on
penalties.

In the quarter-finals, Donegal
triumphed in an ‘all-Ulster’ clash
against Derry and Armagh beat
Dublin, while Monaghan lost to Meath.
However, both counties lost out at the
semi-final stage, with Kildare defeating
Armagh by two points, while Donegal
were well beaten by Meath.

In the All-Ireland Tier 1 quarter-finals,
played on Saturday 7th June, both
Ulster counties were involved in

a double header in O’Moore Park,
Portlaoise against Munster opposition.
Tyrone defeated Cork by 1-21to 1-12,
while Cavan fell to Kerry on a 0-14

to 1-09 scoreline. In the semi-finals,
Tyrone faced Roscommon at Kingspan
Breffni and two goals for them just
before half-time proved crucial as they
ran out 2-12 to 1-08 winners.

On Sunday 6th July, a massive crowd
turned up to Newbridge for the All-
Ireland Minor Final between Tyrone
and Kerry. In a game that ebbed and
flowed from start to finish, a late Peter
Colton penalty ensured that it was
Tyrone who claimed the Tom Markham
Cup on a 1-16 to 1-15 scoreline.

Congratulations to the players and
management on this remarkable
success which also meant a ‘three in a
row’ for Ulster counties at this minor
grade.

UNDER 20 FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

The Ulster Under 20 Football
Championship continued in its
traditional Wednesday night slot
during the spring. It must be noted
that the competition was played
alongside the Ulster Senior Football
Championship, thus somewhat
reducing exposure levels for this
important age group. Player
eligibility was an issue throughout this
competition in previous years and the
rule change which came into effect

in 2025 permitting players to play in
both the SFC and U20FC, as long as
there was a time difference of at least
60 hours between the starting time of
both games, alleviated many, but not
all, of the issues.

The 2025 Dalata Hotel Group Ulster
U20 Football Championship was again
played on a round robin basis, with

a group of five and a group of four.
The top teams in each group were
Derry and Donegal, who progressed
straight into a home semi-final, while
the second and third placed team

in each group played each other in
two quarter-finals. In those games,
Cavan defeated Down and Tyrone beat
Armagh. In the semi-finals, Donegal
comfortably beat Cavan, while Tyrone
narrowly defeated Derry.

Owenbeg was the splendid setting

for a truly competitive final, which
required extra-time, before Tyrone just
edged out Donegal by 1-19 to 2-14 to
claim the Corn Dénall O Murch for the
second consecutive year.

In the All-Ireland semi-final, Tyrone
defeated Kerry by 2-14 to 0-14 at
Portlaoise. On what is believed to

be the first time a grade one All-
Ireland Final was played midweek, on
Wednesday 28th May, in a brilliant
attacking display, the Red Hand
County collected the All-Ireland title on
a 5-16 to 0-17 scoreline over Louth at
the Box-It Athletic Grounds. Well done
to all concerned on this back-to-back
national success and coupled with their
Minor success, it was a remarkable year
for Tyrone at underage level.

In the Tier 2 competition, Monaghan
defeated Antrim in the Ulster semi-
final and then beat Fermanagh in the
final at Inniskeen to collect the Leo
Murphy Cup. In the All-Ireland semi-
final they defeated Limerick and then
just lost out to Westmeath on penalties
in the final at Kingspan Breffni.

HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

In the Leinster Hurling Championship,
Antrim lost their first four games and
retention of their Liam McCarthy Cup
status for 2026 all came down to
their final group game in Tullamore,
against Offaly. After an early sending
off, Antrim were always playing
catch up as they lost to the hosts and
consequently were relegated to the
Joe McDonagh Cup for 2026.
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In the 2025 Joe McDonagh Cup, Down
were the only Ulster representatives.
In a tough group they played five
games where their only victory came
at home to Kerry but it proved to be

a crucial success as by virtue of the
head-to-head stipulation that one
victory was sufficient for the Mourne
men to retain their Joe McDonagh Cup
status for 2026.

In the Christy Ring Cup, Derry,
Donegal and Tyrone were the Ulster
representatives with varying degrees
of fortune. In the six-team group,
Tyrone lost all their games and hence,
were relegated, while Donegal won
two of their games to retain their
status. Derry topped the group and
met London in the Christy Ring Final.
In that encounter, the Exiles London
defeated the Oak Leaf County on a
scoreline of 1-27 to 1-24 at Croke Park.
This was Derry’s fourth final defeat in
five years and no doubt they will be
striving to avenge this in the

2026 season.

In the Nickey Rackard Cup, Ulster
were represented by Armagh and
Fermanagh. In the six-team group,
Armagh had three wins to finish

third and secure their status, while
Fermanagh finished bottom. Due

to New York’s success in the Lory
Meagher Cup, there was no relegation
from the Nickey Rackard Cup in 2025.

In the Lory Meagher Cup, after the
group stages were concluded, Cavan
and Monaghan occupied the top two
spots. Cavan progressed straight to
the final while Monaghan faced New
York in an historical fixture at Mullingar,
signifying New York’s first ever fixture
in the All-Ireland hurling competition.
New York proved to be too strong for
the Farney men and they went on to
defeat Cavan by 4-17 to 2-17 in the
final.

In 2023 Ulster GAA had re-introduced
the U-20 Hurling Cup on a round-robin
basis and the 2025 version included
Antrim, Derry and Down, where each

county was guaranteed two games.
Antrim won both their group games
while Down defeated Derry by a point
to secure the final spot. Antrim faced
Down in the final at Ballycastle and
triumphed on a 1-25 to 1-13 scoreline.

Antrim consequently went onto
compete in the Leinster U-20 Tier

2 Championship and won their two
group games against Meath and
Westmeath to qualify for the knockout
stages. In the Preliminary quarter-final,
in a great game at Dowdallshill, Dublin
just edged out the Ulster champions by
2-19 to 4-10.

Defending champions Down went into
the All-Ireland U-20B (Richie McElligott
Cup) as one of the favourites for the
title and they defeated Donegal firstly
and then Derry (who had previously
beaten Sligo) narrowly to reach the
final. In that game they met a Tyrone
side, who had played excellently
throughout the competition with
victories over Mayo and Wicklow and
they looked like adding a maiden
U-20B title to their collection but a late
Down comeback saw them triumph by
1-22 to 4-11 and so retain their title.

Ulster also had three counties
participating in the re-introduced All-
Ireland U-20C Hurling Championship
(Andrew O’Neill Cup). In the quarter-
finals, Armagh beat Leitrim, Monaghan
beat Cavan and Fermanagh lost out

to Louth. In the semi-finals, Monaghan
beat Longford by a solitary point
while Armagh had a comfortable win
over Louth. Armagh then defeated
Monaghan by 2-21to 1-10 in the final at
Kingspan Breffni to claim the trophy.

As much effort is going into the
development of hurling at provincial
and national level, including the
appointment of William Maher as
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Head of Hurling, there is no doubt that
these National B and C competitions,
along with the U-20 Ulster Hurling
Development League, are providing
additional competitive games for our
counties at their own level, which is a
hugely positive development and is
also helping to improve standards.

The Minor Hurling Cup (Danny
McNaughton Cup) was played on a
round robin basis involving Antrim,
Derry and Down, with each team
guaranteed two games. After the
group stages, Antrim and Down
occupied the top two places and faced
each other in the final. In the final,
played at Ballycastle on 2nd March,
Antrim ran out comfortable winners
and so progressed to the Leinster
Minor Hurling Championship Tier 2,
where they played four further games.
They won two and lost two, meaning
they finished in third position and then
went into the Peadar O Liathain Cup
semi-finals where they were joined

by Down. Antrim defeated Kildare by
1-21 to 2-12, while Down lost out to
Wicklow by 2-18 to 2-12. Antrim went
on to defeat Wicklow by 0-21to 2-09

at Dowdallshill and so lifted the trophy.

CLUB FOOTBALL & HURLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

2024 finished and 2025 began with
the concluding stages of the All-
Ireland Club Championships. In the
Senior Hurling Championship semi-
final, Sleacht Neéill lost out by the
bare minimum to Munster champions,
Sarsfields in the newly refurbished
Cedral St. Conleth’s Park in Newbridge
on 15th December 2024. On the same
weekend in the Intermediate Hurling
semi-final, Carey Faughs lost out

to a strong Watergrasshill side. On

1st December, Ulster Junior Hurling
champions, Ballinascreen, defeated
Fr. Murphy’s from London in the

Twinning Final but like our Senior and
Intermediate counterparts, fell at the
semi-final stage as they were well
beaten by Russell Rovers from Cork.

In the Junior Football Twinning Final,
Naomh Padraig from Donegal defeated
Tara in Ruislip by 4-10 to 1-08 on the
5th January, with the original pre-
Christmas fixture postponed at the

last minute due to an unplayable

pitch. In the All-Ireland semi-final, they
defeated Cork side Cill Mhuire after
extra time and penalties but ultimately
lost out in the All-Ireland Final by

one point to Galway and Connacht
champions, An Ceathru Rua.

In Intermediate, the standard reached
new levels as three of the four clubs
who reached the All-Ireland semi-finals
had previously won the Senior Club
title. Ulster champions Ballinderry
defeated Austin Stacks by 0-11to 0-7
in Portlaoise to qualify for the All-
Ireland Final. The final was tinged with
sadness as the final was delayed due
to the tragic passing of Roisin Cryan,
the fiancée of Crossmolina and Mayo
footballer, Conor Loftus. In a game that
went down to the very last play, Conor
Loftus netted a controversial penalty

deep in injury to claim the All-Ireland
Intermediate title for the men from The
West.

In the Senior grade, Errigal Ciaran

also overcame Munster champions, in
the form of Dr. Crokes, by 2-18 to 1-18
after extra time at Newbridge to reach
their first ever All-Ireland Club Final.

In the final at Croke Park, the Leinster
champions Cuala flew out of the traps
and blitzed Errigal Ciaran in the first
half. Errigal Ciaran clawed their way
back into the game, spearheaded by
an outstanding goal from Peter Harte
but ultimately time ran out on the
gallant Tyrone side who just couldn’t
close the gap, and they just lost out on
a 3-14 to 1-16 scoreline. In winning, the
Dubliners became just the second club
to win All-Ireland Senior Club titles in
both hurling and football.

There was much romance in the 2025
Club Championships in Ulster with
Madden and Loughmacrory winning
maiden county titles within hours of
each other in Armagh and Tyrone
respectively. In a quirk of fate, and
another one of the many great GAA
stories, while Niall and Liam Grimley
were featuring in Madden’s great
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triumph, their older brother Ryan was
doing his bit in the Loughmacrory
colours. In what was a great day

for the Grimley family, it was also a
poignant one as just under two years
earlier they lost their brother Patrick
and sister-in-law Ciera (along with
their great friend Ciara McElvenna) in
a horrific road accident just outside
Newry. One of the highlights of the
year was the two teams coming
together to celebrate their historic wins
in a spirit of happiness and friendship.

In Antrim the Senior Football
Championship returned to Dunloy

for the first time in 89 years, while in
hurling the Volunteer Cup returned to
the St. John’s club for the first time
since 1973. In Down, however, it was
business as usual as Kilcoo collected
their 13th County Senior Football title
in 14 years, while Portaferry hurlers
completed a four-in-a-row for the
first time and Middletown chalked

up a seventh straight hurling title

in Armagh. In Derry, Sleacht Néill
breezed to a 13th consecutive Derry
Senior Hurling title, while Newbridge
and Erne Gaels won back-to-back
football titles in Derry and Fermanagh
respectively.

The 2025 Ulster Club Championship
began on the weekend of 25th October
with 44 games taking place over eight
weeks, with the senior football final
being postponed for six days, when
one of the semi-finals was abandoned
at half-time due to deteriorating
weather conditions. Once again,

we had it all - close contests, the
occasional comfortable victory, extra
time, more extra time and penalties.

Familiar figures were to the fore in
both senior competitions, with Sleacht
Néill winning their sixth provincial title
in nine years and Scotstown, having

needed extra-time and penalties to
overcome Newbridge in the semi-final,
again going to extra-time in the final
where they overcame Kilcoo to win
their first provincial title in 36 years.

At intermediate level, Eire Og of
Carrickmore, appearing in their fourth
final at this level, finally got across the
line and so became the first Tyrone
team to win the John Vesey Cup. It
was also a first ever Fermanagh/Tyrone
final in this grade. In Intermediate
Football Glenullin overcame a gallant
Cuchulainn’s (Cavan) side to collect the
silverware.

Burt won their first Junior Hurling
title since 2011 and Tyrone champions
Clogher capped a brilliant season

by collecting the Junior Club

Football honours. Both clubs won
their respective ‘twinning finals’

by the narrowest of margins with
victories over London teams Thomas
MacCurtain’s and Tara respectively.

OTHER HURLING
COMPETITIONS

Similarly to the U-20’s, Ulster GAA
organised a Minor Hurling Shield
for Donegal, Armagh Tyrone and
Derry Seconds, as well as having

a Development League for Cavan,
Fermanagh, Monaghan and Louth.
These tiers provided competitive
games at their own level for these
counties in advance of these counties
competing in the Celtic Challenge
competition. Tyrone won the Shield
while Fermanagh claimed the
Development League.

The CuChulainn League involved

31 clubs across three provinces,
with Tooreen, Coolera Strandhill,
and Tourlestrane winning divisional
cup finals. The South Ulster League
featured 18 clubs, with Swatragh,
Naomh Columcille and St. Finbarr’s

victorious in their divisions.

At minor level, Tyrone won the

Ulster Shield and Fermanagh edged
Monaghan in the Development League.
In the Celtic Challenge, Armagh were
victorious in Division 4.

The Ulster Poc Fada in Glenarm saw
Pearce Smyth set a new course record
to win the senior men’s event, Ellen
Leech won the senior ladies, and youth
titles were claimed by Eimear Ward
and Donnacha Collins.

The Ulster U-16 Players Camp
combined residential and tactical
programmes, culminating in victories
over Dublin academy teams.

County academy games provided
structured fixtures, with Antrim, Derry,
and Down competing strongly at U-15
and U-16 levels.

The Tain Og League expanded to over
200 teams across three age grades,
supported by volunteers and enhanced
by All-Ireland semi-final experiences.
For the first time Ulster GAA organised
an invitational Junior B Hurling
Championship, which was played over
two weekends with Belfast Saints
triumphing after a strong competition
which involved nine clubs.

The Ulster Hurling Development
Programme continued to deliver
grassroots engagement, academy
squads, school coaching, referee
education, and regional roadshows.
Personnel changes brought new
energy to the team, with Reece
Armstrong and Padraig Dorrian
joining under the leadership of Kevin
Kelly. Over 120 active hurling units
now operate across Ulster, supported
by tailored workshops and school
coaching reaching more than 2,000
schools.
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Expansion at grassroots level was
marked by the establishment of

45 new hurling units nationwide,

17 of them in Ulster, alongside the
distribution of starter and refresher
equipment packs to support
sustainable growth. These initiatives
are strengthening the base of the
game and ensuring hurling continues
to expand across the province.
Saturday 25th October saw the Shinty
International take place between
Ireland and Scotland and it was
played in Scotland. Ulster were well
represented on the squad with Donal
Hughes (An Dun), Gerard Walsh and
Paddy Burke (Aontroim). Terence
‘Sambo’ McNaughton was also part
of the management team who were
victorious. There were also seven
Ulster players on the camogie panel
who were also triumphant and Ulster
Camogie staff member Sean McLaren
was part of the management team.
Well done to all involved.

REFEREES

| place on record my thanks to all

our referees and match officials

for their time, commitment and
involvement in the delivery of our
increased games programme in a
much tighter timeframe. Through our
Ulster Referees Development Pathway
our referees are being supported
through their refereeing career and,
again, many of our leading officials
are being recognised with high level
appointments at national level.

May | congratulate the following

referees on their appointments to

National and Provincial finals in 2025:

Noel Mooney (Cavan) - Munster Final &

All Ireland U-20 Football Final

Martin McNally (Monaghan) - Leinster

Final

. Pat Clarke (Cavan) - All Ireland
U-20B Football Final

. Kieran Eannetta (Tyrone) - AFL
Division 3 Final

. Colm McDonald (Antrim) - All
Ireland MHC Final

. Peter Owens (Down) - AHL
Division 3 Final

. Kevin Parke (Antrim) - Lory
Meagher Cup Final

| thank also the Referees Committee,
under the stewardship of Michael
McGoldrick and Sean Laverty and

pay tribute to staff members Stephen
Donnelly, Ryan Mellon and Gary Mallon
for their continued work in this vitally
important area.

SPLIT SEASON

While the idea of a split season

had been an on and off topic of
conversation amongst the GAA
fraternity, it never gained much
traction. Indeed, as recent as 2019 it
was totally dismissed by the Fixtures
Calendar Review Task Force on the
basis that it was too radical to garner
enough support to endorse such a
change.

Then came COVID-19 and everything
changed! The GAA had little choice
other than to run with the split season

in both 2020 and 2021 and Congress
overwhelmingly brought it in on a
permanent basis, following an updated
report from the Fixtures Calendar
Review Task Force.

Like the curate’s egg, the split season
is good in parts. It has advantages

and disadvantages. The key question
remains; is it for the overall good of the
Association?

The primary advantages of the split
season are;

* |t gives certainty to both club and
inter-county players on the timing of
fixtures;

* Club games should in the main be no
longer impacted by the unavailability
of county players, leading to much less
interruption of games;

* Inter-county players don’t have to
face the dual demands of training

with both county and club teams
simultaneously;

* The shorter inter-county season
places fewer demands on the inter-
county player.

The key disadvantages of the split
season are;

* |t has resulted in a very highly
condensed inter-county season,
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leaving players very limited time to
recover from injuries;

* In many cases inter-county players
play little or no league games with
their clubs - this even extends to U-20
players in some cases - and in counties
where all club championship games
are played at neutral venues, this has
resulted in some inter-county players
not getting to play any games at their
home venue;

* Due to the ‘unavailability’ of county
players, club league game attendances
have reduced dramatically, resulting in
a loss of revenue for clubs (though due
to the new football rules, it seems as

if attendances in 2025 were up on the
previous year).

* Evidence to date shows that some
inter-county players will play just a
couple of championship games for
their club - and in some cases none at
all - if they opt to go to the USA after
their inter-county season ended (this
is an observation, not in any way a
criticism of any player who chooses to
spend the summer abroad).

* With the inter-county and club
championship seasons running
back-to-back, there can be a lack

of downtime for inter-county

players if their club has a prolonged
championship campaign.

While many traditionalists still long

for a return to September All-Ireland
finals in hurling and football, those
days are now consigned to history. A
committee under the Chair of Paraic
Duffy has now recommended that

the All-Ireland finals be now played

on or before the 32nd Sunday of the
year, a two-week extension on what is
currently the case. This will go before
the 2026 GAA Congress for decision.
If passed, this will mean that the All-
Ireland Hurling Final will now be played
on the last weekend in July and the
All-lreland Football final on the second
weekend in August.

This addresses the condensed nature
of the inter-county season and will
also impact positively on promotional
opportunities surrounding All-Ireland
Finals. | believe that additional media
exposure can be obtained by returning
to a fortnight between the finals.
Since the All-Ireland Finals moved

to consecutive weekends, the media
attention turned to the football final
within a couple of days of the hurling
final. The extra space will allow for
greater coverage of the hurling final
post-event and will also allow the
media longer build-up time ahead of
the All-Ireland Football final. It will
also allow all four teams an extra week
to prepare for their respective finals
and will also give more breathing
space for hard working volunteers from
competing counties who have so much
unseen preparations to make ahead of
an All-Ireland final.

| appreciate that even an extra two
weeks can impact negatively on a
county’s championship schedule,
particularly for a dual county, but in
essence this affects just the All-
Ireland finalists, so it seems a sensible
proposal to address some of the
disadvantages of the split season.
That said, | believe that the true impact
of the split season, and in particular
the lack of game time inter-county
players have with the clubs, will
become apparent in time. This needs
to be closely monitored and in all
likelihood re-visited in the coming
years.

PRE-SEASON COMPETITIONS
The pre-season competitions will
take place again in January 2026,
after a one-year hiatus, but will they
return again beyond this is very much
up in the air. The same committee
that has recommended the change
to All-Ireland Final dates, has also

recommended that no inter-county
competitions can begin before the
fourth Sunday of the year. I'm not
convinced that this is the answer.
Central Council fixed a return to train
date of 21st November 2025, ahead of
the 2026 inter-county season. Once
again, this was widely breached at
both senior and U-20 levels and some
counties even played challenge games
ahead of this date - even though they
were not permitted until 1st December.

We have to be truly honest with
ourselves here - the reality is that
county teams are effectively in some
form of ‘collective training’ from
October each year and if the inter-
county season doesn’t commence until
the end of January, then players will
have been in training for three months,
or maybe even four in some cases,
prior to that.

INTER-COUNTY RETIREMENTS
While we didn’t know it at the time,
when Kieran Duffy lined out and
Darren Hughes and Karl O’Connell
joined the action in the second half

of Monaghan’s All-Ireland quarter-
final meeting with Donegal in Croke
Park in June, it would be the last time
that we would see these three great
servants of the Farney County gracing
the Monaghan jersey. In many ways it
was fitting that Kieran, Darren and Karl
should end their inter-county career on
the biggest stage of all.

Darren’s towering presence and all-
round capabilities made him a quality
footballer. He made his inter-county
debut in 2006 when manager Seamus
McEnaney brought him into the

fold while still a teenager and for 19
years he gave total commitment and
dedication to the Monaghan cause. He
was a key component of Monaghan’s
Ulster Championship triumphs of 2013
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and 2015 and he was also part of the
Ireland International Rules team of
2011.

It’s hard to believe that Karl O’Connell
didn’t play Gaelic Football until the age
of 17, having focused on athletics in his
younger years. His athletic prowess
was very apparent during his inter-
county career and many opposition
players fell victim to his blistering

pace as he set up many a Monaghan
attack. He made his inter-county debut
in 2012 and, like Darren, would win
Ulster Senior Football Championship
medals in 2013 and 2015 and a Dr.
McKenna Cup medal in 2022. Karl was
recognised with an All-Star Award in
2018, one of just ten Monaghan players
to receive this prestigious accolade,
and he also represented Ireland in the
2017 International Rules series.

Months after Darren and Karl
announcing their inter-county
retirements, Kieran Duffy followed
suit. The affable Latton O’Rahilly
clubman represented the Farney men
for 16 seasons, having made his inter-
county debut in 2010. He too won
Ulster Senior Football Championship
medals in 2013 and 2015 and a Dr.
McKenna Cup medal in 2022, as well
as National League Division 2 and 3
winners medals. The former Monaghan
team captain was a stalwart in the
Monaghan defence and, like Darren
and Karl, has left a wonderful legacy
for the people of Monaghan and
beyond.

In October that great Armagh

stalwart Stefan ‘Soupy’ Campbell also
announced that he was departing the
inter-county scene. The Clan na Gael
clubman first joined the Armagh panel
in 2011 and two years later he made his
championship debut against Wicklow.
Over the next twelve years Stefan
became one of the most influential and

recognised forwards in the country
and he achieved the ultimate accolade
in 2024 when he came off the bench
(as he did in the latter stages of that
championship, having made five starts
in earlier games in the competition)

to set up Aaron McKay for that all
important second half goal for Armagh
in the All-Ireland Final against Galway.
Stefan was also part of the 2016 Ulster
Railway Cup winning team, the last
time the competition was held.

While his inter-county career mirrored
that of Stefan, a series of injuries beset
Ciaron O’Hanlon who was also part of
the Armagh 2024 All-lreland winning
squad. Having lined out for St. Paul’s,
Bessbrook in the 2013 MacRory Cup
Final, Ciaron was selected by manager
Paul Grimley for Armagh’s opening
Ulster Championship game against
Cavan two months later. The talented
Killeavy player gave great service to his
county and the 2024 Celtic Cross was a
fitting reward for his efforts.

Maghery defender Ciaran Higgins
also announced his retirement from
inter-county football at the end of the
2025 season. He also featured during
Armagh’s victorious 2024 campaign.

In mid-November the Cavan and
Shercock stalwart Killian Clarke
announced his retirement. A great
servant of his native county, he made
his inter-county debut against Donegal
in the championship in 2012 and he
would go on to represent the Breffni
men on 133 more occasions. Winning
an Ulster Championship medal in
2020 was the highlight of his career
and this came on top of his three
provincial U-21 medals. He also won
national League medals in Divisions

3 and 4 and was part of the Ulster
Interprovincial winning team of 2016.
He also represented Ireland in the 2017
International Rules series in Australia
and won a Tailteann Cup All-Star in its
inaugural year of 2022.
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In a symptom of our world of modern
communications, Omagh St. Enda’s
and Tyrone stalwart Conor Meyler
used Instagram on 19th November

to announce his retirement from the
game. Conor was a leader on and

off the field who played with a steely
determination, dedication and heart.
After making his inter-county debut in
2015, Conor would represent the Red
Hands for the next decade, though
his latter years were plagued with
knee and Achilles injuries. After two
years out of the game, he made an
emotional return for Tyrone against
Cavan in the All-Ireland championship
round-robin phase in 2025.

Conor’s greatest moment in the Tyrone
jersey was wining an All-Ireland medal
in 2021 and later that year he collected
a deserved All-Star award and was
also on the shortlist for Player of the
Year. In his distinguished inter-county
career he also won three Ulster Senior
Football medals and Ulster and All-
Ireland U-21 medals. He won two
Tyrone Senior Championship medals
with his beloved Omagh St. Enda’s and
in 2017 he led St. Mary’s, Belfast to a
magnificent Sigerson Cup victory.

As we go to print news breaks of

the retirement from inter-county
football of Donegal’s most decorated
son, Paddy McBrearty. The Kilcar
man represented his native county
winning seven Ulster Senior Football
Championship medals and an All-
Ireland senior medal in 2012. His
167th and final game in the Donegal
jersey was on the biggest stage of all,
in the 2025 All-Ireland final. Paddy
also represented Ireland twice in the
International Rules series and won a
Donegal Senior Football Championship
medal in 2017.

Great sportsmen who are embedded in
Farney, Orchard, Breffni, O’Neill and Tir
Conaill County folklore, their many fine
performances over the years will live
long in the memory of GAA followers.

We owe them our earnest appreciation.

COACHING AND GAMES
DEVELOPMENT

While the unprecedented success story
of 2024 could not be repeated (and
probably never will) in 2025, it was still
another great year for the province
across all codes and competitions and
these successes are outlined elsewhere
in this report. Success is built over

years of handwork from our volunteers,

coaches, coach educators and our
player’s commitment within the
pathways. Ulster GAA has important
structures, systems and staff in place
to help drive initiatives, innovations
and key developments within and
between departments.

Ulster GAA will continue to be creative
in our programme delivery that

will support disability, females and
inclusion and diversity through both
our games and our coaching practice.
Our staff excel in their delivery and
make a real impact on volunteers,
players, coaches and communities.

Key stakeholders

Our work within Primary and Post
Primary schools, the Further and
Higher Education sector and our
grassroots club coaching programmes
has continued to develop. Coaches
have been working in schools, while
service providers have been working
with schools and county academies
and filtering this support into the club
structures. Performance and lifestyle
skills and athletic development and
performance analysis was once the
domain of inter-county teams but now
it is embedded within both school and
club preparation programmes.

Delivering on the pathway through
our programmes

Strong pathways create quality players
that “stay and play” with the GAA. The
outstanding players will work through
the pathway to senior inter-county
level, while those who progress to
U-20 level will filter back into their club
structures and bring with them their
experiences to the club environment.
Further down the pathway we continue
to support delivery for children

and youth with ABC Workshops

for children and Performance Skills
Programmes for our youth coaches.
Opportunities to play the games are
offered through the Provincial Hurling,
Football, Ladies Football and Handball
Academies. These opportunities
expose our young players to a new
environment, one where they are
challenged and where they can excel.

Funding for Development
Development work could not happen
without the support of our funding
partners. With a base of some 180,000
members across our codes, we have

a huge participation base. Funding

to sustain Coaching and Games
Development continues to come from
four sources, the GAA at National and
Ulster GAA levels, and Government
departments/arms length bodies both
north and south of the border.

Sport Nl is a significant funder for
our work but over the last number of
years it has been annual funding. We
have maximised this resource across
football, ladies football, hurling and
handball and administrative support
in key governance areas. The next
funding application is in process as we
meet with a deadline of January 2026
for the application. This will focus on
performance and participation as well
as an administration grant to support
our sports development.
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The Sports Institute doesn’t provide
direct funding for development, but

it does assign hours to GAA so that
we can access their services and this
has been used the last two years to
support Ladies’ Football. With the new
funding package coming on board for
2026-2030, the Institute is focusing on
pathway athletes, so the door may be
open again to reignite previous links
with the Institute.

Department for Education NI continues
to show an interest in the Schools’
Sports programme. This programme
was finished back in 2023 due to lack
of funding but in recent times Ulster
GAA, along with The Irish Football
Association, Ulster Hockey and Ulster
Rugby, have been in negotiation with
the Education Minister in relation to a
replacement programme and a joint
proposal has been presented to him.
The Health Minister has also expressed
the possibility of his Department being
party to any agreed proposal and it is
hoped that the incoming year will see
further progress on this front

National GAA also continues to
support our County and Provincial
staffing structures and this is very
welcome funding. However, while the
funding model at county level was
rightly considered following a review
of Coaching and Games several years
ago, no review has taken place of grant
levels at provincial level and Ulster
GAA’s funding has remained static for
close on a decade now. It’s imperative
that this is addressed in 2026.

GAMES DEVELOPMENT
Hurling Development continues

to be run centrally by Ulster GAA
under the direction of Kevin Kelly.
The number of clubs has increased
and the numbers playing have also
increased. There is an interest, and

we are trying to get the volunteers to
step up to coaching programmes to
support the development. The regional
competitions involving teams from
North Leinster and Connacht continue
to be challenging and successful. The
competitions require more referees
and counties need to be fully aware
and build the fixtures into their overall
fixtures’ plans.

Cross-community initiatives continue
in the integrated sector and through
our Cuchulainns coaching. Across

all codes, coaching in schools, the
development of new referees and
coach education and academy support
programmes, provide a focus for
coaches and administrators alike and
this is both positive and healthy. We
must, however, continue to strive to
continuously improve the behaviors of
coaches, players and spectators and
instill respect for our referees. While
there will always be winners and losers,
our games are for all and everyone

is on the journey. Skills development
should always triumph over win at all
costs!

COACH EDUCATION AND
CONFERENCE

Ulster GAA’s Coach Education
Programme continues to provide
challenging opportunities for coaches
at all levels. High Performance
Workshops for senior/performance
coaches in our academies and clubs in
the talent space with foundation, level
1and level 2 course for coaches in the
Club and Schools’ space. These are
supplemented by both online and face-
to-face workshops, while the O’Neill’s
Ulster GAA Coaching and Games
Conference takes place annually. The
2025 Conference was held in January
at Ulster University.

ULSTER GAA HANDBALL

Ulster GAA has nurtured our
relationship further with Ulster GAA
Handball in 2025 and on their behalf,
secured funding from The RANK
Foundation for the appointment of a
Development Officer in 2025/26. Grace
Swinburne is now working with former
World Champion Fiona Shannon

and Eilise McCrory, both of whom

have brought much needed full-time
support to the sport. Grace has a remit
for development in schools and clubs
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and to enhance coach education and
female participation,

FINANCE

The Financial Statements for Comhairle
Uladh show an overall surplus for the
year of £121k, compared with £95k in
2024.

The primary sources of income for
Ulster GAA continue to be gate
receipts, Central Council funding

and government grants. Despite the
disappointing loss of the Dr. McKenna
Cup in 2025 and the associated
estimated net loss of more than £200k,
overall gate receipts were up 9% in
2025 with increased attendances
across our Intercounty competitions
relative to 2024. Streaming income
decreased in 2025, mainly due to the
loss of the Dr. McKenna Cup streaming
revenue. We have also implemented
additional controls for our current
Ulster Club competitions to negate
the impact of illegal streaming of our
games which hopefully will have a
positive impact for 2026.

Due to a restructuring of Central
Council grant funding for county
personnel, the overall Central Council
grants were down in 2025 with a
subsequent reduction in associated
expenditure.

Grant income has also increased

with the introduction of the Sporting
Nature, Lottery funded programme
and we have also been successful in
applying for PEACEPLUS funding for
a Sport4Peace initiative alongside the
IFA, FAl and Ulster Rugby. Club and
Community Development costs have
increased in line with the additional
government funding and administrative
costs have remained relatively
consistent.

Matchday distributions have increased
in line with increased gate receipts
with Ulster GAA redistributing income
to club grants, field rents, team
expenses, ticket office contributions
and Player Injury Benefit funding.
Over £2m has been distributed in our
GAA/Ulster GAA Club Infrastructure
Development Grants in the past three
years with over 220 clubs benefiting
from this funding.

| thank Ulster GAA Cisteoir Michael
McArdle, for his diligent work

in managing Comhairle Uladh’s
finances alongside the excellent

work of our Finance and Audit & Risk
Committees. Ulster GAA are indebted
to our County Treasurers and relevant
county personnel for their assistance
throughout the year and for their help
in the co-ordination and hosting of our
games.

| thank the Ulster GAA Finance and
Ticketing team of Brian Mallon, Ruairi
Cunningham, Paul Sanders, Laura
Woods and Ashelene Groogan, with
their efforts reflected in an overall
positive financial report. Our thanks
are also expressed to the team at The
AAB Group, led by Teresa Campbell
and Donal McGibbon, for their
professional approach to the external
audit of our Financial Statements for
2025.

VOLUNTEERING

Volunteering is at the heart of the
GAA, being one of our core values. It’s
the heartbeat of our Association and
it’s engrained in our ‘raision d’etre’. The
efforts of countless volunteers over the
last 140 years have made us what we
are and this was never best on display
than during the COVID pandemic as
GAA volunteers throughout the island
spontaneously came together for the
betterment of the most vulnerable in
our communities.

While this was highly rewarding, it
took its toll on many volunteers and, as
normality returned and the cost-of-
living crisis took hold, many people
felt that they just couldn’t devote as
much time to volunteering as they may
have liked. This is reflective across the
board - it’s not something unique to
the GAA.

Volunteering runs hand-in-hand with
teamwork. | remember one of my

twin sons telling me many years ago
how his primary school teacher would
instill this value to them with the words
‘everyone does a little, so no one

does a lot” and that is in essence the
fundamentals of volunteering.

The GAA always needs volunteers
and in October Ulster GAA, following
research by our leadership & Planning
Committee, hosted a pilot Club
Volunteer Roadshow pilot in Cavan,
with over 150 volunteers in attendance.
The aim of the roadshow is to support
GAA clubs in recruiting, retaining,

and recognising their volunteers and
exploring club development tools

to assist with this. The roadshow
highlights the work of Ulster GAA and
how clubs can avail of support from
Ulster GAA.

The Roadshow has been offered to

all counties, with Derry, Donegal

and Armagh scheduled for early
2026. | particularly thank Kieran
Callaghan (Cavan), Ulster GAA
President Michael Geoghegan, Elaine
McKeown (Ulster GAA Club and
Community Development Officer),
Sharon Haughey-Grimley (Volunteer
Development and Policy Officer) and
Diarmaid Marsden (Ulster GAA Head of
Community Development) who have
been instrumental in the planning and
delivery of this programme.
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The GAA’s motto is ‘where we all
belong’ and within communities there
are people, whose interests may lie
outside of coaching and games, but
who still wish to make a contribution
to the work of the club. They are just
waiting to be identified and asked.

TWINNING ARRANGEMENTS
Over the past year Ulster GAA has
continued to engage with our ‘twinning
partners’ in Britain and Canada on

a range of areas, including coach
education and referee courses and
administrative support. In particular
we have worked alongside them in
their respective processes to achieve
formal recognition by Sport England
and Sport Canada respectively. |
attended the British Convention in
January and the Canadian Convention
in November.

South America is the latest addition

to our ‘twinning partner’ arrangement
and towards the end of the year Ulster
GAA’s Coach Education Manager Roger
Keenan visited Argentina, Chile and
Paraguay where he undertook a range
of coaching courses and workshops
with enthusiasts who are keen to
develop the fledgling game across the
continent. It is hoped that teams from
South America will compete in the
2026 World Games and our efforts to
assist with the promotion of the game
will continue at pace.

| commend the efforts of our dedicated
volunteers who work earnestly to keep
the game alive ‘overseas’ and | thank,
also, GAA World Council Chairperson,
Ciaran McLaughlin, and International
GAA Manager, Charlie Harrison, for
their valued support and guidance.

DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE
Demographic change across the
country presents the Association, and
wider society generally, with significant
challenges. West to East population
migration is resulting in rural
depopulation. An aging population,
lower birth rates and increased
emigration is and will continue to
affect our game-playing population
numbers and this is happening against
a backdrop of a rising population, due
to the high level of immigration into
the country.

Traditionally, the rural club has been
the heartbeat of the GAA, but numbers
are re-aligning. ‘A club in every parish’
was the rock on which the Association
was built but, like many of those
parishes themselves, this is becoming
less and less tenable in changing times.
Addressing the problem requires
innovative thinking.

Some 44% of the population of the
island live along the eastern seaboard
- around 3.1 million people. Around
300 GAA clubs operate in this space,
which is some 19% of the total clubs
in the country. A quarter of all of the
GAA membership resides in this area.
Alarmingly, the top 50 GAA clubs

by catchment area contain a quarter
of all the children aged 0-5 on the
island, while the lowest 1,000 clubs by
catchment area have just 22% of the
children aged 0-5 on the island living
amongst them. This is a stark reality
and highlights the difficulties thet
rural clubs will face for their long-term
sustainability.

To date, the GAA has managed this
difficulty. Despite the fact that more
and more rural clubs are having to
amalgamate or form independent
teams at underage level, the number of
clubs remains static. As demographic
change continues, however, this will
become more difficult to sustain.
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Equally, if not more so, problematic is
the birth of the so called ‘superclub.’
These are located in large areas of
urban concentration, where facilities
are not at the scale required to cater
for the numbers who wish to be part of
our Association. Unless those wanting
to join can be catered for, they will lose
interest and move on and this will be a
far cry from our mantra of ‘where we
all belong.’

The GAA’s Demographics Committee
under the leadership of Benny Hurl is
doing sterling work in both identifying
the scale of the problem and coming
up with innovative ideas in order to
address it. Their recently published
report entitled ‘No One Shouted Stop
- Until Now’ makes for stark reading.
This is not a quick fix and we are just
at the beginning of a long journey. The
GAA cannot, however, take this journey
alone - it will require the support of
many groups and organisations, local
authorities and of the Governments,
north and south. None of us can be
sure when or where this will lead us,
but there can be no doubt that the
GAA which celebrates its bicentenary
in 2084, will be a very different GAA to
the one which celebrated its centenary
in 1984.

CASEMENT PARK

The highlight of the year for the
Casement Park project was the
milestone achievement of securing
£50m funding directly from the British
Government Treasury in June, marking
a major step forward in the financial
foundation of the project. An Ulster/
Antrim delegation visited Westminster
and hosted a reception in the week
preceding that historic announcement
on 11th June 2025.

Following the disappointment of the
British Government’s decision not to

progress the stadium in time for the
Euro 2028 tournament, this was a
critical and positive decision for our
project. Three parliamentary entities in
Belfast, Dublin and London have now
put significant funding on the table to
help us deliver on the promises first
made to the GAA nearly 20 years ago,
when a shared multi-sports stadium
was mooted. The systems in the North
have undoubtedly delayed us for far
too long in delivering on that promise
but now there is a clearer line of sight
to make the project happen as we
enter a new year.

The focus of the Casement Park team
over the past year was on realignment
for the project and a return to our
original ambition to work towards
delivering a provincial, fit-for-purpose
GAA stadium in Belfast.

Despite a challenging political
landscape, the Ulster GAA project
team continued to advance site activity
at Casement Park and fully completed
the fit-out of the temporary St. Agnes
facility for the Casement Park Social
Club. A significant amount of time
and effort in 2025 was also dedicated
to working with Antrim GAA on an
interim management agreement for
the re-developed stadium which was
required ahead of the re-location of
the Social Club from the site to the
new temporary facility at St. Agnes’
Hall.

At the time of writing, indications are
encouraging that we will return to

site in January 2026 to complete our
demolition programme, followed by

a remediation and bulk dig contract
that will prepare the site for future
development. Engagement with the
Planning Service continued throughout
the year and the principle of a phased
delivery of the stadium is accepted.

Funding remains a major area of focus.
To date, £170.5m has been secured

for the project and we our hopeful
that an additional inflationary funding
allocation can be secured which should
bring the overall funding package for
the project to circa £220m.

The technical team completed
substantial work during 2025 on
internal stadium design and cost
options, and work is progressing
towards a deliverable, affordable
scheme that meets the GAA’s strategic
requirements.

On behalf of the Council, | extend
thanks to our dedicated project team,
including Stadium Board Chairperson
Tom Daly, the members of the Ulster
GAA Stadium Board, and the Ulster
GAA Stadium Delivery Team led by
Stephen McGeehan, supported by
Tim Harkin, Brian Mallon, Geraldine
McKavanagh and Paul McGurk. The
untimely passing of our Stadium Board
member Oliver Galligan in August
impacted upon us all and a tribute

to Oliver is penned elsewhere in this
report.

| acknowledge our important
partnership with the Department for
Communities (DfC). The most senior
civil servant with responsibility for
delivering this executive flagship
project, Permamant Secretary Colum
Boyle, retired last month. | wish him
well and thank him for his dilligance
on the project. | look forward to
continued collaboration with his
successor, as well as Deputy Secretary
Emer Morelli and her stadium delivery
team.

Thanks are also due to the Officers
of the Antrim County Committee,
particularly Chairperson, Seamus
McMullan, former Board member and
now retired former County Secretary
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Frankie Quinn, Central Council
delegate Terry Reilly and other officers
for their support and commitment to
the project during the year.

At Central Council level, Ulster GAA
made several submissions to the CLG
Coiste Bainistiochta over the course

of the year and I’'m grateful to the
Uachtaran, Jarlath Burns, Ard Stiurthéir
Tom Ryan and all members for their
support and challenge function for our
project.

As we move into 2026, it appears that
we will finally be entering the delivery
phase of the Casement Park Project—a
significant milestone not only for
Ulster GAA but for the entire GAA
community.

Casement Park is now firmly
established as a key sporting, cultural,
economic and social priority for

the Northern Ireland Executive, the
Irish Government and the British
Government. Within our own
Association and across the wider
community it is more important now
than ever to remain fully focused

on the delivery of what has been
promised and we must remain united
and steadfast in our determination to
ensure its delivery once and for all.

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY &
INCLUSION (EDI)

Each and every person is unique.
Diversity is a fact that we want to
value and celebrate and inclusion is

a choice we make in our organisation
every day. With our “Where we all
belong” mission statement comes the
responsibility to implement tangible,
practical measures across all of our
units in order to ensure this becomes
a reality. As outlined in the Strategic
Plan, Ulster GAA intends to assist our
units in becoming more diverse and

inclusive and provide educational
support and resources to assist
inclusion at club level.

Education and training in EDI

The past year has witnessed significant
strides forward in the education and
training across our units in the area

of EDI. For the first time we have
appoined an EDI Officer and Niamh
McElduff has hit the ground running
as we seek to develop and grow

this vital area of work. Led by her,
Ulster GAA has developed a range

of different avenues of delivery such
as our sessions with county boards,
individualised “Introduction to EDI
workshops” with clubs, introductory
workshops for all members online,
E-learning modules and coaching
specific workshops. I'm grateful to
members of our Diversity Expert Group
and other external partners for their
support in ongoing updates of our
resources and materials in this area to
ensure we continue to innovate. | also
appreciate the support of individuals
such as Nisha Tandon of Artsekta for
their knowledge and expertise when
it comes to best practices in engaging
and retaining new communities.

Ulster GAA’s EDI Officer also provides
support to the regional development
officers in ‘Games for All’ programmes,
such as the hugely successful annual
festival at Beragh Red Knights GAA
this year and the review of our
disability policies/strategies which is
ongoing.

The EDI Officer and Good Relations
Development Officers continue to
provide cross community and “all
community” taster sessions for those
who have not had the opportunity

to engage with Gaelic Games.

Local authorities and other groups
have availed of these multi-sport
opportunities. Several clubs have

reached out to Ulster GAA for support
in relation to community outreach
initiatives in 2025. One of those clubs
was Thomas Clarke GFC Dungannon
who are doing amazing work with their
‘Green Shoots’ coaching programme

in providing a welcoming environment
for children from ethnic minority
communities to experience life at the
club weekly.

In Ulster GAA we continue to support
those from the LGBQTIA+ community.
Aeracha Uladh GAC in Belfast
continues to go from strength to
strength and we continue to learn of
many positive stories of inclusion in
other clubs across the province. In the
summer we highlighted the story of
Kevin Penrose of Aghyaran St. Davog’s
GAC. For the first time this year, Ulster
GAA, Ulster Ladies and Ulster Camogie
hosted a pre-Pride Parade breakfast
event where we heard valuable
contributions from the members of
Aeracha Uladh and East Belfast GAA
clubs.

Niamh’s role also includes support to
the Community and Health Manager in
providing community health initiatives
for clubs and the wider community.
Our ‘CAIRDEAS’ case studies have
encapsulated many of our clubs who
have demonstrated good practice in
relation to providing opportunities

for our elderly members, along

with profiling some of these elderly
club members themselves and the
valuable impact they make at club
level. Many clubs act as a valuable hub
for signposting to other services and
organisations which are of value to our
elderly members.

The Ulster GAA Women’s Network
met for the first time in September
and a Terms of Reference has been
agreed for the way forward with
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this initiative. The group will also
assume responsibility for some of the
education and training in relation to
gender issues across the organisation.
There have been some valuable
discussions to date and we will hear
from a range of contributors in the
time ahead.

Diversity Mark Accreditation

In September, Ulster GAA was
recognised for its efforts in the
promotion of EDI and obtained

the Diversity Mark accreditation,
presented to the organisation by
Roseann Kelly of the Women in
Business group. We continue to work
towards the submission of our next
report in October 2026. This journey
will involve the creation of an overall
EDI policy and strategy document,
including subsequent action plans,
along with other agreed key objectives
regarding gender diversity in our
organisation and the establishment

of a women’s network (which has
already happened). It serves as a
formal recognition of our work in
these areas and continues to provide
valuable networking opportunities with
other organisations and businesses on
the same journey, such as the annual
Diversity Mark Summit at Titanic
Belfast and educational opportunities
at All State in Belfast.

During the year Ulster GAA formed a
Diversity Expert Group focused on the
area of ethnic minority communities.
The group meets quarterly and is
made up of external partners with both
professional and lived experience in
this area.

Moving to Inclusion

We continue to work with Sport

NI’s ‘Moving to Inclusion’ framework
and also engage with our external
partners in this area; local authorities,
including Good Relations Officers,
Equality Officers and Human Resource
professionals in other organisations,
Older People Officers, as well as Sport
NI, The Human Rights Commission,
The Equality Commission, Disability
NI, Inclusion Ireland, AGE NI, The Law
Centre and numerous others.

SUPREME COURT RULING

On April 16th the UK Supreme Court
ruled that the words ‘woman’ and

‘sex’ in equality legislation refers to a
biological woman and biological sex.
In other words, a woman in the eyes
of UK law refers only to someone born
female and not to someone born male,
who subsequently identifies as female.
The ruling does not, however, ‘directly’
impact on the island of Ireland. In
twenty-six counties that is for

obvious constitutional reasons, but

for the other ‘six’ it is because the
Equality Act of 2010, on which the
Supreme Court ruling was based,
applies only to England, Scotland and
Wales and has never been extended
to Northern Ireland. That said, the
Equality Commission have stated that
the judgment is likely to be “highly
persuasive” here in the event of a
similar case being tested in the courts
or at a tribunal.

Transgender people have a right to
be respected and treated with utmost
dignity. They are entitled to our
support and | have marched, along
with colleagues, under the Ulster
GAA banner at ‘Belfast Pride.” The
Association’s Player Welfare and
Scientific Committee are currently
consulting on a transgender policy
which is expected to be published

in 2026. People will have their own
opinions on the nature and shape

of that policy but whatever the final
version may look like, | believe that the
principles of fairness and safety must
be the overarching considerations in a
contact sport.

SAFEGUARDING

As 2025 draws to a close, we reflect
on the many challenges that we have
encountered in our Safeguarding work
and indeed the significant progress
that has been made throughout this
period. The expansion and investment
in our Safeguarding Department has
enabled the further development of
systems and training to support our
members and units throughout the
Province.

Ulster GAA has made some welcome
improvements to our IT Systems

to improve our Access NI Vetting
processes for members and our clubs,
and 2025 saw the introduction of a
fully digital disclosure service with
Access NI, wherein all certificates
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are now issued digitally via the
applicants NI Direct Account. These
improvements have streamlined our
vetting process and systems leading to
an improvement in the processing time
for our members.

While it came as disappointing and
frustrating news that the National
Vetting Bureau have changed their ID
Validation Processes, resulting in what
many may view as a step backwards

in terms of the additional steps now
required, we continue to support our
officers managing vetting in their clubs
in the 26 Counties as best we can.

There has been an increase in
demand for our Safeguarding 1, 2
and 3 programmes. We owe a debt
of gratitude to our fantastic cohort of
Safeguarding Tutors who deliver these
programmes on our behalf across

a blend of online and face-to-face
platforms. | recognise the importance
of ensuring that our programmes are
of the highest possible standards in
terms of their content and delivery.

In response to emerging trends at local
level, our Safeguarding Department
has developed additional training in
2025, Inclusive Minds and Behaviours
and Code of Behaviour Workshop.

Our Tackling Bullying Workshop has
also been updated. It is important that
we continue to provide support and
training to assist our clubs in managing
and responding appropriately to
behaviours that they encounter within
their clubs that are not in keeping with
the GAA Child Safeguarding Policy or
the Code of Conduct. Unacceptable
behaviour left unchallenged becomes
acceptable and the norm. Early
intervention remains a key component
to the successful resolution of many

of these complex matters and we
continue to work closely with our

members in guiding and supporting
them as they respond to and manage
difficult and complex circumstances.

Ulster GAA in conjunction with the
GAA, LGFA and Camogie, has achieved
Level 3 ONUS training in 2025, to
become a Safe Place, Safe Employer.
The introduction of our Domestic
Abuse and Violence Polices for staff
across the Island, ahead of the Safe
Leave Legislation in the North is
welcome progress and we remain
committed to our White Ribbon
Pledge.

The introduction of Adult Safeguarding
into the Rules of all Associations

at their respective Congresses in

2025 demonstrates our collective
commitment in this work. | look
forward to the further imminent
developments in 2026 as our Policy
will come into effect, and indeed

as Sport NI and Sport Ireland

continue their development of Adult
Safeguarding Policies and Supports for
all Sports.

The Ulster GAA Safeguarding team of
Bernie Fox, Ciara McCrory and Conn
Stevenson go above and beyond the
call of duty. Their workload is onerous
and demanding and their efforts and
dedication are invaluable to all our
units in the province. No praise for
them would be too high.

| acknowledge and thank our Children’s
Officers and DLP’s in every County and
Club throughout Ulster. Your work is
deeply challenging and we appreciate
your efforts to ensure Safeguarding
compliance within your Units and

that you respond to concerns as best
you can in line with Policies and Rule.
Ulster GAA will continue to support
you as best we can.

To our Safeguarding Committee,

under the sterling guidance of Barney
Herron, | wish to express my sincere
thanks for your work at Provincial level
and within your respective counties.
Your continuous efforts to assist us

in achieving the highest possible
standards across the Province in
Safeguarding do not go unnoticed.

| am grateful to the National Children’s
Office, through the stewardship of
Michelle Harte for their ongoing
support to our Safeguarding
Department and to our members and
units.

Our positive working relationship with
the Statutory Agencies in both legal
Jurisdictions on the Island of Ireland
is greatly appreciated, We value the
continuous support provided by Sport
NI, Sport Ireland and the CPSU, and
your ongoing assistance and guidance
in this vital area of our operations.

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility, not just that of

those appointed officers and staff
throughout the Association. We must
work together to ensure that we
continue to create and maintain the
safest and most enjoyable environment
for all of our members.

MAGUIRESBRIDGE TRAGEDY
The events of Wednesday 23rd July
2025 in Maguiresbridge will live

long in the memories of the people

of Fermanagh as in particular the

local communities of Lisbellaw and
Maguiresbridge, and those of Barefield
in Co. Clare.

On that morning devoted mother
Vanessa Whyte and her teenage
children, James and Sara Rutledge,
were murdered in their home in
Maguiresbridge, dying from gunshot
wounds.
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Both James and Sara wore the green
and white of Lisbellaw Hurling/
Camogie Club and the red and black
of St. Mary’s, Maguiresbridge GAC with
pride and James was also part of the
Fermanagh U-15 Hurling Development
squad. He had competed in the
GAA’s Féile na nGael competition just
a month before his death. Vanessa,

a well-respected veterinary surgeon
by profession, was both a coach and
a member of the Lisbellaw Executive
Committee. A native of Co. Clare,
Vanessa played, as did her siblings,
with the St. Joseph’s, Doora-Barefield
Club. A gifted coach and mentor, she
was also a fanatical supporter of the
Clare Hurling team and indeed made
a dash from Belfast (where she had
an earlier engagement) to Thurles for
Clare’s All-Ireland Minor Hurling final
meeting with Waterford on 28th June,
arriving just as the game commenced.
Little did she know it at the time but it
would be the last time that she would
watch her beloved Clare.

The deaths had a profound affect on
the families of the deceased and on
their local communities. They also had
a numbing effect on the wider GAA
community. One can only imagine the
scene that met the first responders
when they arrived at the scene that
Wednesday morning and they deserve
our thanks and admiration. The GAA
also responded. Special praise must
go to Colin Regan, Maura McMenamin,
Bernie Fox, Damien McHugh and
others as they activated the GAA’s
Critical Incident Plan and supported
the Lisbellaw and Maguiresbridge
clubs and the local community in the
aftermath of the killings. They handled
what was a difficult, complex and
disturbing situation with compassion
and sensitivity. As one person
remarked to Ulster GAA President
Michael Geoghegan and | at the

Service of Removal for Vanessa, James
and Sara on 30th July; “it wasn’t so
much as telling us what to do, it was
more of them telling us what not to do.
Their support and understanding was
immeasurable.”

In a poignant tribute, the lives of
Vanessa, James and Sara were
appropriately remembered prior to
the All-Ireland Football Final in Croke
Park on 27th July and six days later
they were laid to rest in Co. Clare, after
a funeral service in Barefield, where
the three GAA clubs who were such

an integral part of their lives stood on
both sides of the road in a Guard of
Honour. Vanessa and her children were
buried side-by-side, united in death
just as they had been in life.

CLUB AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

The Club and Community Development
Department is responsible for Club
and Volunteer support, Irish Language
and Culture, Health and Wellbeing of
our members, Community Outreach,
Equality, Diversity, Inclusion and
promotion of Sustainability and
Environmental awareness across our
units.

The Club and Community
Development Department play a

role in public affairs and contributes
to relevant engagements with

public representatives and external
agencies and organisations. It is

a point of contact for all clubs to
receive guidance on club matters

and volunteer development. The
Department deals with queries directly
or can signpost to professional bodies
as appropriate.

PeacePlus funding secured - In 2025
the multi-sport partnership of Ulster
GAA, Irish FA, Football Association

of Ireland, and Ulster Rugby were
successful in being awarded EU
funding for the Sport4Peace
programme. This programme is
focused on Building Positive Relations
and will use sport as a vehicle to bring
communities together. Ulster GAA

are the lead partners in this four-year
programme.

Ulster GAA have engaged with the
following throughout 2025;

DFA - Ulster GAA continue to receive a
contribution through the reconciliation
fund to assist the delivery of our
Cuchulainn initiative.

Special European Union Programmes
Body (SEUPB) - In addition to the
Sport4Peace funding Ulster GAA

has an application submitted to the
Changemaker fund and we await the
outcome at the time of writing.

Community Relations Council - Ulster
GAA continue to receive funding
through the CRC Core Funding
Programme. The programme promotes
good relations by delivering GAA
specific activities to non-traditional
GAA groups and schools.

Local Authorities and SOLACE

- Ulster GAA continue to work
with local authorities in respect of
Sports facilities, Health initiatives,
Sustainability issues and promoting
Good Relations.

PSNI - We work closely with the PSNI
on areas such as the “One Punch

Can Kill” campaign, Road safety and
raising awareness of scams through
our involvement in the Scamwise
partnership. Ulster GAA contributed
to the PSNI Policing Plan consultation
and attended the ReAL (Reference,
Engagement and Listening) event.
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Ulster GAA Good relations officers
contributed to multisport summer
camps and Halloween camps
organised by the PSNI delivered to
mixed race children in the Belfast area.
We continue to deliver “Getting to
Know the GAA” talks to police students
as part of their training in Community
engagement.

NI Human Rights - Ulster GAA sit on
the Sport and Human Rights forum
and contribute to discussions around
inclusion, children’s rights, anti-racism,
and mental health. Representatives
from Ulster GAA attended the NI
Human Rights statement launch at
Stormont.

Kings Trust - an approach was made
through the office of Uachtaran
Cumann Luthchleas Gael to see if there
were any opportunities to engage with
Ulster GAA on areas of mutual benefit
for young people involved in their
programmes. These discussions are
ongoing.

Ulster GAA continues to connect
closely with the NI Sports Forum and
the NI Council for Voluntary Action
(NICVA), in areas of mutual benefit.

Lotteries for Communities Bill -
Ulster GAA has contributed to the
consultation on the Lotteries for
Communities Bill and potential for
large scale lotteries in the north.

GREEN CLUB PROGRAMME

The Green Club Programme continues
to inspire awareness of environmental
issues and promote sustainable
development within Ulster GAA clubs.
Phase 3 of the programme began in
early 2025, engaging over 100 clubs
across the province. Throughout the
year, clubs have participated in training
webinars covering the use of the Green

Club Toolkit, funding opportunities,
and sustainability action planning,
alongside thematic sessions on
transport, energy, and waste.

Clubs have taken a wide range of
actions to embed sustainability in their
operations and facilities. These include
installing recycling stations, creating
wildflower meadows and pollinator-
friendly spaces, planting native trees,
improving water efficiency, reducing
energy use through LED lighting, and
promoting active travel initiatives such
as cycling and walking schemes for
members. The programme continues
to grow from strength to strength, with
clubs demonstrating tangible examples
of positive environmental action.

In November, Ulster GAA hosted a
Provincial Green Club Day at Holy

Trinity College, Cookstown, welcoming
over 100 attendees from more than
40 clubs. The event provided an
opportunity to hear from expert
speakers on biodiversity and water
conservation, as well as to learn from
inspiring case studies highlighting
best practice from clubs across the
province.

SPORTING NATURE

The Sporting Nature project, funded by
The National Lottery Community Fund
and delivered in partnership with RSPB
NI and NI Water, engaged 32 clubs
during 2025. Each club received seed
funding to deliver initial biodiversity
projects on their grounds. Clubs have
developed Climate Action Plans to
guide their ongoing work, and our
Project Officer, Tim McCann visited
each club four times over the year to
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provide guidance and support.

Clubs have implemented a wide
range of practical actions to enhance
biodiversity and protect water quality.
These include creating hedgerows
and wildlife corridors, installing bird
and bat boxes, introducing pollinator-
friendly planting areas, and reducing
pesticide use to safeguard local
waterways. Several clubs have also
planned to undertake initiatives to
improve water conservation, including
rainwater harvesting, and riverbank
protection, alongside monitoring

the ecological health of streams and
watercourses near their grounds.

Throughout the year, clubs actively
participated in citizen science events
such as the Big Garden Birdwatch
and Big Butterfly Count, contributing
valuable data on local wildlife while
engaging members and communities
in environmental activities. In June,
the ‘Journey of the Hurl’ event in
Fermanagh highlighted the issue

of Ash Dieback and included a
demonstration of making a traditional
hurl by Finian Baker, linking
environmental awareness with culture
and heritage. A highlight of the year
was also the Bioblitz event hosted by
St. Gall’s, Belfast, in August, which
engaged volunteers and the local
community in biodiversity and water
monitoring. Bat walks were delivered
at Michael Davitts, Belfast, and Lamh
Dhearg, providing further educational
experiences. Monitoring remains a key
component of the project, ensuring
clubs can track progress and measure
impact.

Through these initiatives, Sporting
Nature continues to strengthen
capacity within clubs, fostering
practical action for biodiversity and
water protection while creating a
lasting positive impact across Ulster
GAA communities.

CLUB DEVELOPMENT

Club Maith

Since 2007, Club Maith has been the
recognised standard of excellence for
GAA clubs. Ulster GAA, along with
other provinces, has collaborated
closely with National GAA to help
develop this new accreditation
framework. Club Compas went live in
Autumn 2025, with 19 clubs that held
an existing Club Maith accreditation
having been exported over to the new
Club Compas site. In addition, a total
of 29 clubs across Ulster are currently
engaging with the Club Compas
programme.

Club and County Planning

Strategic planning has long been
recognised within the Association

as vital for sustained growth and
development, particularly at club level.
A well-defined plan provides direction
and enables clubs to look beyond
their day-to-day operations, helping
to clarify their long-term vision and
priorities. Through the National GAA
Club Planning Programme, clubs can
access expert support and guidance
from trained planners within their
counties.

In 2025, Ulster GAA continued to
prioritise this area of development,
holding five meetings with County
Planning and Training Officers to
oversee both Club Planning and the
Club Compas initiatives. The following
clubs have worked with Ulster GAA to
finalise and launch their Club Plans in
2025: Shane O’Neill’s (Antrim), Naomh
Brid (Antrim), Tir na nOg (Armagh),
Dromintee (Armagh), Ballyhegan
(Armagh), Clonduff (Down), St.
Brénagh'’s, Rostrevor (Down), and St.
Enda’s Omagh (Tyrone).

There are 43 other clubs across the
province who are currently engaged
in the planning process and working
towards completing and printing their
own Club Plans.

Club Funding

Strategic planning has long been
recognized within the Association as
essential for sustained growth and
development, especially at the club
level. A well-defined plan provides
clubs with direction and enables them
to look beyond day-to-day operations,
helping to clarify their long-term
vision. Through the National GAA
Club Planning Programme, clubs have
access to support and guidance from
trained club planners within their
counties.

In 2024, Antrim and Cavan embarked
on the strategic planning process with
the goal of developing a five-year
strategy for their counties.

National GAA Planning and Training
Committee

Ulster GAA maintains a strong
partnership with National GAA through
the established Planning and Training
Committee. This close collaboration
has enabled Ulster GAA to actively
support the Club Compas initiative and
share valuable resources and expertise
with National level throughout 2025.

VOLUNTEER DEVELOPMENT
Ulster GAA completed its Club Officer
Training Programme for 2025 with 786
new Club officers engaged through
this programme and 502 club officers
attending live training.

Ulster GAA, in partnership with

Croke Park through the National

Club Leadership and Development
Programme, delivered training for
Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, PRO
and Coaching Officer. In addition
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to this Ulster GAA ran Club Officer
Induction Training for Development
Officers, Children’s Officers, Healthy
Club Officers and Cultural Officers.
The programme targeted all club
volunteers new to their role in 2025
and the training was role specific. The
training was open to officers in LGFA
and Camogie Clubs also.

Through our Officer training
programme, a workshop on Inclusion
and Diversity was also held for club
officers.

Sports Inspire Award

The Sports Inspire Award operates in
partnership between Ulster GAA, Ulster
Rugby and the Irish FA, recognising
outstanding youth volunteering in
sport for young people aged 14-24
years old. The Programme encourages
young people interested in sport to
get active in volunteering within their
sports club. The young volunteers

are required to keep a record of their
volunteering hours and are recognised
with the Sports Inspire Award on
achieving 50, 100 and 200 hours.

Over 200 people attended the MAC
Theatre, Belfast, in March 2025 for
the annual Sports Inspire Awards
Ceremony, a prestigious event
organised jointly by Ulster GAA,
Ulster Rugby and the Irish Football
Association which celebrates young
people volunteering in sport.

Sports Commentator and presenter,
Thomas Niblock put the spotlight
firmly on these inspirational

young volunteers who are making

a huge difference in their clubs

and communities by coaching,
officiating matches, managing events,
administering games, fundraising,
along with being involved in eco and
sustainability projects.

Special guests on the evening included
Ireland International and Ulster Rugby
players lain Henderson and Mike Lowry,
Armagh’s All Ireland Champion Aaron
McKay, Northern Ireland Women'’s
International Ashley Hutton and Irish
Olympic Swimmer Danielle Hill. It was
wonderful for these young people to
hear words of encouragement and the
promotion of volunteering in sport

from such great sporting ambassadors.
325 young people signed up for the
Sports Inspire Awards Programme
from Oct 2024-Oct 2025 while 269
young Gaels achieved awards in the
same period.

Young participants also achieve
Volunteer Now’s Youth Impact by
completing the Sports Inspire Awards
Programme.

In 2025, four clubs received official
recognition for their involvement of
young people volunteering in their club
through Volunteer Now’s Youth Impact
Award - Strabane Sigersons, Clan na
Gael, Lurgan, John Mitchel’s, Claudy
and Lissummon GAA.

Ulster GAA Young Leaders Programme
Ulster GAA hosted its annual Young
Leaders Programme 2025 with

28 young GAA members across

the province aged 16-24 years old
participating.

The Programme offers young Gaels
an opportunity to develop their skills,
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knowledge and understanding of
issues relating to Gaelic Games and
sport.

In 2025, the Programme extended
across six months and included: Three-
Day Young Leaders Academy in July,
Two Day Hiking Expedition in July,
Four Online Workshops in July/August,
12-week volunteering July-September,
Six months physical activity May-
October.

Thanks to Ulster GAA Wheelchair
Hurler Paul Hannon and Tyrone’s Conor
O’Neill who were the special guests at
the 2025 Ulster GAA Young Leaders
Programme. Paul provided huge
inspiration for the young people, while
Conor, an alumnus of the programme,
is an outstanding role model for the
young participants.

Dermot Earley Youth Leadership
Initiative

The Dermot Earley Youth Leadership
Initiative (DEYLI) takes its name from
one of Ireland’s most inspirational
leaders and one of Gaelic Games most
iconic proponents, Dermot Earley
(1948- 2010).

The initiative, a tribute to Dermot’s
lifetime of sporting and professional
achievements and his commitment to
community service, is brought to life
through a partnership between GAA,
Fordige, and the University of Galway.
The programme empowers young
people to enhance their leadership
capabilities to better enable them to
reach their full potential and have a
positive impact on the world around
them.

Ulster GAA piloted delivery of the
Dermot Earley Youth Leadership
Initiative in 2025, with 7 staff members
completing facilitator training.

13 young people completed module
1and module 2 during July 2025 and
are currently working independently
on completing their community Action
project within their club for module 3.
The participants are due to complete
by May 2026 and will have the
opportunity to graduate with Galway
University.

The Joint Award: Gaisce - The
President’s Award & the Duke of
Edinburgh Award

Ulster GAA continued its role as a
Licenced Organisation to deliver this
Award, offering young GAA volunteers
the opportunity to achieve Bronze,
Silver or Gold in either Gaisce - the
President’s Award, Duke of Edinburgh
or Duke of Edinburgh International
Award; through the Joint Award
Initiative.

155 young participants have worked
towards completion of each of

the sections in volunteering, skills
development, physical activity and

a coordinated expedition in 2025,
many receiving their awards between
October-December 2025.

In 2025, Ulster GAA delivered three
hiking expeditions, two led by
Carlingford Outdoor Recreation Centre
and one led by Ulster GAA trained staff
in the Mournes with 72 young people
completing their bronze expedition.
Strabane GAA, having successfully
completed the bronze award in 2024,
opted to offer Silver and Gold to

its participants in 2025. This was a
huge undertaking, and the young
people are continuing to complete all
their sections. In October 2025, the
participants completed their Silver (9)
and Gold (6) Expeditions delivered

by the Share Centre in Enniskillen.

The group are planning to do their
residential with the Spirit of

Paul McGirr as they travel to Zambia

in March 2026. On completion of the
residential, the 6 Gold participants

will become Ulster GAA’s first ever
Gold awardees. Past Ulster GAA
President Ciaran McLaughlin has led
this programme for Strabane and has
been a great leader and mentor for the
young people.

In November 2025, Sharon Haughey-
Grimley was presented with a
President’s Award Leader Civic Merit
Award in recognition of outstanding
service to the young people of Ireland
through Gaisce - the President’s
Award. Congratulations to Sharon,
who has also been shortlisted for the
Volunteer Leader Award as part of CO3
Leadership Awards in February 2025,
recognising the work of Ulster GAA in
volunteer development. | wish her the
best of luck.

DfC Programme and Key Objectives
“Sport - A Home for Lifelong
Volunteering” continues to be the
primary programme through which
club and volunteer development is
delivered through Ulster GAA. This
programme is jointly delivered with
the Irish FA and Ulster Rugby and

is funded by the Department for
Communities. There are several Ulster
GAA specific initiatives as well as Joint
initiatives for the 2025/26 programme.

Translink Awards: Young Volunteer of
the Month

Now in its eighth year, the Translink
Ulster GAA Young Volunteer Award

is an initiative designed to celebrate
the important contribution young
members of the association make

to their clubs and communities. An
Ulster GAA Young Volunteer of Year

is annually selected from the monthly
winners and the 2024 was awarded to
Liam O’Brien, from Thomas Davis GFC/
Craobh Rua Camlocha in Co. Armagh,
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which was presented to him at the
Ulster GAA Awards in February 2025.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Ulster GAA’s Health & Wellbeing
Manager Maura McMenamin continues
to give invaluable support to our units
and through her efforts the lives of
many of our members (and indeed
non-members) are significantly
enhanced. We owe her an immense
debt of gratitude. The Ulster Health

& Wellbeing Committee, chaired by
Fermanagh’s Damien McHugh, met
online three times during the year, in
February, June and September, with a
final in-person meeting at the National
County Health & Wellbeing Forum in
November in Croke Park.

Healthy Club Programme
Phase 6 of the Irish Life GAA Healthy
Club Programme came to a very

successful conclusion in October 2025.

In total 144 clubs from Ulster achieved
healthy club status.

The Ulster awards event for the Irish
Life GAA Healthy Club programme
night took place at a packed-out
Tyrone GAA Centre in Garvaghy in
October. Ulster President Michael
Geoghegan was joined by National
Health & Wellbeing Chairperson
Carmel Kenny, and Ulster GAA Health
& Wellbeing Chairperson Damien
McHugh to present clubs with their
foundation, silver and gold awards.

The popular National Healthy Club
Conference took place on Saturday
22nd November in Croke Park, which
also marked the formal opening

of Phase 7 of the Healthy Club
Programme, welcoming new clubs to
enter this very popular and impactful
programme.

Charity Partner

The local charity Downs & Proud were
welcomed as the 2025 Ulster GAA’s
charity partner. This timely partnership
complements the continued growth
in our GAA Games for All, and
All-Stars programmes. The charity
was chosen due to its invaluable
support to people and families who
are thriving with Down Syndrome.
Many people will already have been
aware of the amazing character Jay
Beatty, and it was through Jay’s zest
for life, supported by his family, in
particular mum Aine that Downs &
Proud came to the attention of Ulster
GAA. 2025 has been another great
year for our Games for All and All-Star
programmes, and we will continue

to work closely with Downs & Proud
beyond our charity partner year.

Improving Mental Health

| welcome the financial support from
the Public Health Agency (PHA) which
enables work in the areas of health
improvement and emotional wellbeing.
Through the PHA we have replenished
the mental health pitch-side banners
which promote help-seeking behaviour
for those in need of support.

Our “Think!” animation was developed
on the back of work being done to
support referees’ mental health. The
“Think!” message emphasises that we
all have a right to be able to safely
enjoy Gaelic games, while also having
a responsibility to ensure that our
involvement in it enriches the lives of
others. The short animation is a good
tool for our units to use to promote the
values of ‘Where We All Belong.’

A large-scale survey of coaches’
mental health carried-out by our
Coaching & Games Department
uncovered some interesting trends,
and as such a lot of work has been
progressed around developing an
awareness programme relating to
coaches’ mental health. I'm indebted
to PHA for their financial and expert
support in relation to this and hope
to see delivery of the mental health
programme for coaches across the
province in the coming months.

The Movember: Ahead of the Game
programme continues to be rolled-
out to clubs across the country. The
programme is aimed at building
resilience in young people (13 and 15
years of age) through sport-related
scenarios. At least two workshops
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are delivered in each club; one for
young people, and another for parents
and coaches. Phase 2 (2024 - 2025)
involved delivery to numerous clubs in
Ulster with excellent feedback.

The GAA substance-use programme
Explaining Drugs & Alcohol, with
support of the Drug Taskforces
continues to be rolled-out in Cavan,
Monaghan and Donegal. 22 clubs in
Ulster received the programme this
year. Clubs in the six counties can
avail of a similar awareness workshop
delivered by ASCERT and Start 360.
Ulster GAA continues to link with the
NW Drug and Alcohol Taskforce and
Drug & Alcohol Co-ordination Teams in
both jurisdictions.

This year has seen Ulster Camogie and
Ulster LGFA join Ulster GAA on the
HSCNI Foster Care Sport Network. The
network aims to utilise the sporting
community to increase awareness
about the need for more foster

carers. | am delighted to endorse this
collaboration along with our sister
Associations; hopefully the positive
impact will continue.

CPR and defibrillator awareness
continues to be a valuable aspect

of our club support. Ulster GAA has
have worked with the British Heart
Foundation for over a decade, while
we also link with the Red Cross on

a bespoke GAA Pitch-side First Aid
training course for clubs. This year we
have renewed links with the Northern
Ireland Ambulance Service in relation
to CPR training, which we will be
promoting in spring 2026.

Ulster GAA’s link with ‘The Daily

Mile’ continues to develop, and our
representation on ‘The Daily Mile’
Network is having very positive
effects. The launch of a GAA case-
study video in June overwhelmingly

advocates for our local primary schools
to get involved in ‘The Daily Mile’,

and its potential benefits not just to
the children, but also to the wider
community and local clubs.

Through-out the year we work with
many valued partners, covering a wide
range of health-related topics. | was
pleased to see Ulster GAA hosting a
Health & Wellbeing Information Series
for Clubs in November. The 2 event
online series, enabled club people to
interact directly with our partners, who
themselves are seeking opportunities
to showcase how they can work with
our clubs.

Ending Violence Against Women &
Girls & Game Changer

Ulster GAA continues to work
alongside the GAA nationally in
tackling societal gender-based
violence. We are delighted to continue
our partnership with White Ribbon NI
in their Listen, Learn, Lead programme.
Consent workshops are offered to
clubs as part of our Club Engagement
Programme, and Never Cross the Line
#getconsent campaign.

GAA were invited to get involved

in research commissioned by The
Executive Office on masculinities and
attitudes of men and boys in relation
to violence against women and girls
in Northern Ireland. My thanks are
extended to Queens University Belfast
Freshers for their participation in this
important work.

One Punch

Ulster GAA’s ‘One Punch Can Kill’
programme had a high delivery level in
2025. Some 3000 young people have
received the programme in 35 schools/
colleges, across 40 sessions. It has
been delivered to County development
squads, and dozens of clubs. My thanks

are expressed to Tyrone, Armagh,
Down and Donegal GAA who have
organised events for clubs to attend,
which has greatly increased the uptake
of the programme. It is testament to
the value of the programme that many
requests have been fulfilled to non-
GAA groups.

My thanks are extended to Niall
Murphy, Dr. Shane McCarney, Martina
Jordan, Tony Scullion, and the Haigney
Family on their invaluable contribution
to this thought-provoking programme,
and their continued involvement in it.

Live To Play - Share the road to Zero
Ulster GAA continues to promote
road safety awareness amongst

our members. Work has been taken
forward this year to develop a
workshop for clubs around the ‘Fatal
Five’ messaging. This will compliment
Ulster GAA’s involvement in the
Department for Infrastructure’s ‘Share
the Road to Zero’ campaign.

Ulster GAA maintains strong
relationships with the NIFRS, PSNI,
RSA and other stakeholders who have
a core interest in road safety. | look
forward to seeing the out-workings
of work undertaken this year in this
regard.

CPR

Ulster GAA continue to partner

with the British Heart Foundation

on CPR and AED support. The Call
Push Rescue programme continues
to be rolled-out through the Club
Engagement Programme and on
request from clubs and schools. BHF
have developed a new RevivR app
which aims to equip anyone, whether
trained or not, with the knowledge of
the Chain of Survival, and CPR skills.
My thanks to BHF and the IHF for their
continued support.
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Health & Wellbeing at Ulster
Championship

The 2025 Ulster Championship
provided opportunities for many of our
partners to showcase their services to
a wide audience.

Campaigns promoted during the USFC
in 2025 included:

o Downs & Proud

o0 HSCNI Foster Care

o Road safety awareness through
Share the Road to Zero

o0 GAA Games for All

o Care in the Sun with Cancer Focus

o Alzheimer’s Society

My thanks go out to the County Health
& Wellbeing Committees, volunteers
from all counties, and to our partners
who provide their expertise on
important matters.

Critical Incident Response Plans
(CIRP)

My thanks are expressed to all

those who have played a vital role

in supporting club and community
members who have been most
affected by a critical incident this
year. Once again there have been
numerous incidents which required the
implementation of a critical incident
response plan. As ever, | would urge
all clubs and counties to avail of the
support provided by the community &
health aspect of the GAA to develop
their own plan, and have it ready,
should an incident sadly arise.

GAEILGE AGUS CULTUR

Coiste na Gaeilge agus na
hOidhreachta

The Coiste supports and promotes
the initiatives of Oifigeach Gaeilge
na Comhairle, the provincial Irish
Language Officer, and is a vital link
in the communicational structure
of promoting Gaeilge agus cultur
throughout the GAA in Ulster.

Cursa de Faoite snha Dunaibh

Ulster GAA’s annual Cursa de Faoite

in Downings took place in July 2025
and returned to a five day course. The
course included four classes of varying
abilities, with successful evening
events including a quiz, music and
dance, and a key note address from
former minister, Joe McHugh.

Oireachtas na Gaeilge

A particular highlight for Ulster GAA
Gaeilge this year was the return of
Oireachtas na Gaeilge to Belfast at
Halloween 2025. We were delighted
to be part of these celebrations and
to showcase the work of Ulster GAA
to the Oireachtas attendees. The Sam
Maguire Cup and new Irish President
Catherine Connolly (at the time
President-Elect) were among the
visitors to the stand.

Gaeilge sa Chlub: Scéim Scolaireachta
The continued success of this

Ulster GAA and Ulster University
collaboration provides financial
support for GAA members and
continues to be a fantastic pathway to
a high level of proficiency in Irish. This
partnership not only opens the door
to third-level education for many but
also allows GAA clubs to benefit from
increased awareness and promotion
of Gaeilge. It aims to provide our clubs
with the infrastructure to support the
use of Gaeilge within our clubs and
communities across all age groups.

2024-2025 saw a range of projects

at club level: after school clubs as
Gaeilge, classes for adults, singing and
cooking workshops, Pop Up Gaeltacht
at club matches, townland information
nights and much more.

For the 2025-2026 academic year,

19 students have been awarded the
Gaeilge sa Chlub scholarship. They
hail from clubs across the province

and have commenced their studies
across four campuses. We look forward
to supporting them through their
projects.

Foghlaim sa Chlub agus Oliscoil Uladh
/ Ulster University Partnership

CLG Uladh, supported as a special
project by Foras na Gaeilge, and in
partnership with Ulster University,
created and launched the ‘Foghlaim
sa Chlub’ teaching resource in 2022.
Ulster University has been an excellent
partner to CLG Uladh for many years
with regards to promoting Irish, and it
is due to the success of the Gaeilge sa
Chlub scheme, that the decision was
taken to expand upon the brand and
create the Foghlaim sa Chlub resource.
This resource is designed to ease
pressure on our volunteers and provide
a high standard of Gaeilge to all

clubs. Clubs are welcome and able to
register onto the scheme at any stage
of the year. The educational resource
aspect of the QOifigeach Gaeilge role
within Ulster GAA is integral to the
post itself. Clubs can learn Gaeilge

in their own communities with our
resource, then attend the dianchursa,
giving themselves a goal to work
towards with regards to language
acquisition. They can of course then
attend Cursa de Faoite as a final stop
on the education pathway for the year,
before returning to their classes in the
Autumn.

Ta buiochas speisialta tuillte ag
muinteoiri an chursa sin: Dr. Geardid

O Domagain (Naomh Pdl agus
comhoibritheoir ar ‘Gaeilge sa Chlub’
/ ‘Foghlaim sa Chlub”), Kevin Devine
(Clann na nGael) agus Eunan Magee
(Naomh Peadar).

Feicedlacht na Gaeilge / Visibility of
Irish

An Ghaeilge is to the fore in all Ulster
GAA publications, council meeting
minutes, on social media and across
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all our units. Gaeilge was central to
CLG Uladh programmes throughout
the year, including the Ulster
championship, Scér programmes and
much more, with a bilingual format in
place for much of the aforementioned.
We provide translation and proofing
services for counties and clubs

to ensure Gaeilge is across their
documentation, on their social media
platforms and websites, on club
sighage and on team sheets. The voice
of CLG Uladh can be heard through
the medium of Irish on all topics on
Irish media and radio, including on
both Scér na Sinsear and Scor na nOg
Ulster Final livestreams to an audience
of over one thousand listeners. CLG
Uladh continues to foster relationships
with the Irish language media, with
regular interviews and pieces covered
by BBC Gaeilge, TG4, RTE Raidié na
Gaeltachta, Raidid Ri-R3, Raidid Failte,
Meon Eile and Molscéal.

At the launch of 2025 Club
Championships Sedn O Maoilsté Runai
Coiste na Gaeilge conducted a series
of short interviews with players and
managers fluent in Irish. These were
then transcibed and post to social
media channels attracting significant
interest from GAA members as well as
interest from the wider community. It
is hoped that this could be continued
if not extended as competitions go
forward.

Ag Cothti Caidreamh le hEagraiochtai
Eile san Earnail / Relationships with
Irish Language Organisations

An integral part of promoting Gaeilge
is ensuring that we, as an organisation,
interact with and support community-
based Irish language groups across
the province and the entire island. An
ongoing relationship exists with Glor
na nGael as they continue to provide
their outstanding Joe McDonagh
Foundation service, a project that

successfully guides GAA clubs through
a process of language acquisition and
promotion to achieve a high standard
of Irish within their club. This year

the scheme saw record numbers of
registrations, and a continutation of
the working relationship between

CLG Uladh and Glér na nGael through
the beginnings of the Club Forum
Campaign in 2024. In November 2025,
26 clubs from Ulster received medals
from Fonduireacht Sheosaimh Mhic
Dhonnacha with CLG An Clochan Liath
receiving a gold medal.

Trath na gCeist #GAAGaeilge

The Trath na gCeist Bord finals happen
at county, provincial and national level,
with the final being held in Croke Park.
The Ulster final for 2025 will place in
January 2026, with three successful
teams progressing to All-Ireland level.
At the 2025 All-Ireland final there was
Ulster success with Bredagh (Down)
emerging as winners after a closely
fought contest. Comhghairdeas leo!

Seachtain na Gaeilge agus Club
Gaeilge na Bliana
Ulster GAA promoted Seachtain na

Gaeilge 2025 by spotlighting the
brilliant clubs who were shortlisted
for Club Gaeilge na Bliana. Four clubs
made the shortlist, with Club Gaeilge
na Bliana 2024 being awarded to

CLG Naomh Peadar, An Lorgain.
Comhghairdeas 6 chroi leo uilig, ta
obair na gcapall ar bun, ni amhain sna
clubanna seo, ach i gclubanna eile fud
fad an chuige.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Cuchulainn Initiative

The Cuchulainn Initiative aims to
afford young people from different
backgrounds the opportunity to
engage with one another and to
educate people not traditionally
involved with the GAA. Taking part in
the Boys’ section in 2025 were nine
post primary schools from Bangor
(2), Banbridge (2), Ballymoney (3)
and Dungannon (2). In the Girls’
competition nine post primary
schools were involved from Belfast
(2), Enniskillen (2), Lisburn (2) and
Limavady (3).
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The Cuchulainn Cup Blitz took place on
Wednesday 2nd April in Meadowbank
Arena, Magherafelt. After a very
enjoyable day of games the Banbridge
Cuchulainns emerged as winners of
the Boys’ blitz whilst the Enniskillen
Cuchulainns collected the honours in
the Girls’ section.

The Department of Foreign Affairs
provided funding which enabled Ulster
GAA to prepare a team to travel to
the ABC Games in London in July.
The Bangor Boys Cuchulainns were
selected and pupils from Bangor
Academy Sixth Form College and St.
Columbanus came together to train
and prepare for the competition. The
boys had a great experience and were
a credit to their schools, their families
and to their town. Their efforts were
acknowledged by a reception hosted
by the Lord Mayor of North Down

and Ards, Gillian McCollum, in Bangor
Castle in October.

Community Relations Council Funded
Programme

The Community Relations Council
supports staff through their Core
Funding programme for delivery of
specific activities and initiatives that
address good relations under the
strategic areas of Shared Communities
and Safe Communities. Some examples
of these activities include:

School Engagement Programme
This is an outreach programme which
sees teachers in non-traditional GAA
secondary schools assist Ulster GAA’s
Community Sport Development
Officers deliver a 6-week coaching
programme in Gaelic Games. The aim
is to upskill teachers in order so that
they may continue coaching once
the programme ends. Each year this
programme is delivered in 6 different
schools from the controlled and
integrated sectors.

Club Engagement Programme

The Club Engagement Programme
brings young people from the

GAA community together for a
four-week coaching programme
including engagement on workshops
with statutory bodies and external
organisations, each promoting
community safety. This programme
ran in 4 clubs throughout the year
delivering 16 workshops including CPR
Training, #Consent, One Punch, Road
Safety and Gambling with Lives.

GAA - Game of Three Halves

The GAAme of Three Halves
programme provides the opportunity
for young people to try out Gaelic
Games, many of whom have no
previous history with the Association.
On occasion, it provides an opportunity
for participants to see their local GAA
club as a ‘shared space’. Participants
from local primary schools, from
different sections of the community,
come together to participate in
coaching in Gaelic Football, Hurling
and Rounders.

Getting to Know the GAA

This programme allows staff to meet
people who are not traditionally from a
GAA background and lead a workshop
based on getting to know the GAA

as both a sporting and community
organisation. These talks help people
understand how the GAA is active in
every community and is an open and
welcoming organisation.

Fresh Start Through Sport

This initiative is funded by Department
for Communities in association with
the Department of Justice. It is a
diversionary programme where Ulster
GAA, Ulster Rugby, Irish FA, IABA and
Belfast Giants work in partnership

to deliver workshops and practical

sporting and volunteer experiences to
young people from areas of high social
deprivation. In the last year Ulster GAA
have delivered modules to participants
from East Belfast, Derry, Carrickfergus
and Limavady. Over a 16-week period
the participants had opportunities to
try out each of the different sports,
learn about sports volunteering,
nutrition, disability sports, mental
health and first aid, as well as
attending a game organised by each
of the four sports organisations. Ulster
University once again produced a
great piece of research and evaluation
on the programme which confirmed
the positive impact sport has for the
young people in areas of high social
deprivation.

Additional Outreach Work

Ulster GAA’s Community Sports
Development Officers engaged with
Knock Presbyterian Church and
Causeway Coast and Glens council

to provide GAA coaching to non-
traditional GAA groups. Coaches from
the three sports delivered Game of
Three Halves events to various groups
such as the Muslim community, Crumlin
and Cushendall Primary Schools, and
young people from Fostering NI.

Following the much-publicised
happenings surrounding a youth
sporting initiative organised by
Comber Cricket Club, Ulster GAA
assisted in the delivery of “Cricket
Connects” event hosted by Cricket
Ireland in August. It involved input
from East Belfast GAA coaches and
young players using different sports as
a way of using sport to connect young
people.

The initiative was shortlisted for the
Community Impact Award at the
Olympic Council of Ireland Sports
Awards 2025
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A5

On 23rd June, High Court Judge Mr.
Justice McAlinden quashed a Stormont
decision to upgrade the A5, stating
that the Ministerial decision breached
aspects of the Climate Change Act
which had been passed by the NI
Assembly in 2022. The ruling came on
foot of a successful legal challenge by
the Alternative A5 Alliance pressure
group. It was the third occasion that
the major road upgrade was blocked
in the courts, with a 2012 Ministerial
decision blocked on environmental
grounds the following year and in
2018 the Department for Infrastructure
decided not to defend a decision
made to proceed with the upgrade

by their Permanent Secretary while
the Executive had collapsed when
objectors argued that such a decision
was unlawful and it could only be
taken by a Minister.

On the date of this latest judicial
decision, 57 people had died on

the A5 since the Executive gave a
commitment to upgrade it back in
2007. In making his decision the
judge recognised that it would cause
‘significant fresh anguish’ to those
who had lost loved ones and those

who suffered life-changing injuries as
a result of accidents on this notorious
road but, he said, “the decision to
proceed with the scheme must to
taken in accordance with the law and
the principle of the rule of law cannot
be subverted, even if the motivation
for doing so is to achieve what is
deemed to constitute a clear societal
benefit”.

This decision is undoubtedly a
setback for the efforts of many who
have campaigned over many years
for this dangerous stretch of road

to be upgraded to dual-carriageway
standard. It’s also in some way
bizarre that an Act passed with all

the right intentions of helping to
safeguard future generations may,
through its existence, endanger the
current generation as, undoubtedly,
more lives will be lost on this road in
the absence of an upgrade. As Niall
McKenna, founder of the ‘A5 - Enough
is Enough’ group which advocates for
the upgrading of the road, said “the
law must always find a way to work for
and deliver for the people, otherwise,
what is the point of the law?”.

This judgment is now the matter
of appeal by The Department

for Infrastructure, supported by

The Department for Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs. The
outcome of this appeal will be watched
closely and may have repercussions
well beyond the A5 as the Executive
tries to balance its infrastructure
priorities with its climate change
obligations - and that may not be
straightforward!

COMMUNICATIONS &
MARKETING

Ulster GAA’s Strategic Plan states

that Ulster GAA is to be aware, be
prominent and be proactive, and
delivering these aims is where the
intertwined strategies of branding and
communication play such an important
role for the Association. Branding
builds Ulster GAA’s identity, values

and perception, while communication
expresses those elements consistently
across all our channels and touchpoints
with stakeholders.

Digital marketing has fundamentally
reshaped sports marketing and is
crucial for Ulster GAA, by using online
channels to engage wider audiences
and essentially bring our story to life.
Our key digital tools are our website,
social media channels and email
channels. During the year, the ulster.
gaa.ie site underwent a major refresh
that involved a lot of input from across
all staff departments. The objectives
were to update the look and feel with
the new Ulster GAA branding and to
make the platform more user-centric,
with a focus on the club user, helping
them find information quickly without
confusion. | thank Omagh-based
agency, LD2, for the assistance on this
project.

Our current social media followers
position at the end of 2025 is very
strong - TikTok 44k (+109%) and
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3.5m likes (+169%), Instagram 51k
(+60%) Facebook 87k (+12%) and ‘X’
has retained 107k followers despite
a massive platform-wide purge of
dormant accounts. An incredible
statistic from earlier in the year is
that our Ulster GAA Championships
video content amassed 34 million
views across our main social media
platforms. It is vital that we continue
this momentum going forward and
our team has plans in place to further
engage digital support agencies for
this purpose. The GAA’s dedicated
Microsoft 365 email system is also

a very valuable tool to share news,
updates, opportunities and other
official communication with clubs.
The platform, along with issue of
our regular Ulster GAA Update
e-newsletter, provides us with
meaningful direct connection with our
audiences throughout the year.

Content is the fuel for all
communication from Ulster GAA and
it is central to connecting people in
the digital age. Our messaging can

be varied with multiple purposes for
various audiences, at different times

- to entertain, to educate, to inspire

or to encourage specific actions. We
have an effective Communications
Calendar in place with inputs from all
key stakeholders to ensure a steady
flow of relevant and interesting
content. My thanks to all our staff,
Officers and delegates who contribute
to the calendar. The bar has been truly
elevated on the level and quality of our
content outputs in the last two years
and that is testament to the work of
our Digital Content Creator, Michael
Canavan.

For Ulster GAA to be prominent,
strong consistent branding is critical.
The uses of our mark logo, official
crests and colour schemes are clearly

defined by our brand guidelines and
our Marketing and Communications
team maintain a steady look, feel,
and voice across all touchpoints

to reinforce recognition. We again
invested in local TV advertising as
part of our Ulster Senior Football
Championship campaign and this
allowed for some powerful big-brand
impact and driving of local action to
make ticket purchases. Our official
Ulster GAA jerseys have continued to
give us relevant prominence on oneills.
com and I’'m pleased to say that work
has been ongoing in recent weeks to
provide a refreshed jersey design for
2026, so that we can secure in-store
listings ahead of the Championship
series.

Live streaming of our games was back
under discussion earlier this year at
the GAA’s Special Congress when An
Uachtaran raised the issue of local
streaming deals impacting on centrally
agreed TV deals and locking counties
out of their own highlights footage.
For Ulster GAA, the arrangements are
straightforward - our own streaming
services accommodate games that are

not afforded a presence anywhere else;

and we work with the broadcasters
on the bigger games to accommodate
their picks as best we can. Ulster
GAA TV had some very encouraging
numbers from our just completed
Ulster Club 22-game schedule,

with over 60% increase in viewers
versus the previous year. This can be
attributed to the level of interest in
our competitions and fair pricing for
games of this level, but also to some
targeted measures in protecting our
revenue from illegal streamers. We
look forward to having the Bank of
Ireland Dr McKenna Cup games back
on our platform in the coming weeks.
The quality and consistency of our
broadcasts are coordinated by our

in-house team, with the key support
of MacAV (front end) and JW Player
(back end).

The 2026 Provincial Championship
draws were streamed live on GAA+
in a new venture. It gave a profile to
the draws which had been missing
in previous years and with the new
studio now built in Croke Park, there
will be many more opportunities for
the Association to avail of ‘in-house’
broadcast and media opportunities.

Many of our games are attractive to
national broadcasters and history was
made on 29th November when the
Ulster Club Hurling final was broadcast
live on television for the first time,
when RTE covered the encounter
between Sleacht Néill and St. John’s.

Media relations is a core function
within communications and | am
always pleased to say that we enjoy
healthy relationships with journalists
and other media professionals, which
helps provide positive and ongoing
coverage for our games and activities.
Our intention is always to be quick,
relevant and transparent in reply to
well-intentioned requests for comment.
There are a core group of media who
our team have become familiar with
in recent years as they rarely miss a
game or event, we thank them for
their passion and commitment to
Gaelic games. There are plans in place
over the end of season/pre-season

to conduct some feedback research
with media personnel to improve our
understanding of their needs and
asks. Additionally, and as part of our
ongoing strategic plan work, we are
establishing an up-to-date database
of key non-sport stakeholder contacts
across TV, radio and print media to
help to better tell the range of good
news stories from across the spectrum
of our initiatives.
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A key aspect of public relations,
connected to our good standing within
sports media circles, has always been
our ability to facilitate strong media
opportunities around our biggest
competitions. Ulster Championships
launches, Club Championships
launches, McKenna Cup launches -
these all take a lot of physical and
financial resource to plan and deliver
and are very warmly welcomed by

all media. These events provide the
opportunity for GAA to take up more
column inches or more TV sports
bulletin time, so it’s imperative that
collectively, we put our best foot
forward to promote our games as
strongly as possible. In simple terms,
we need our highest profile personnel
- star players and managers - to

be available and, unfortunately, this
isn’t always the case. | appeal to our
counties and our clubs to continue to
assist us on this front and not allow our
respected amateur status to become
a negative element in relation to
promotion of the GAA.

My thanks to all of our third-party
agencies for their comprehensive
support and expertise during the
year. Kaizen, our design and branding
agency, Mobile Media (videography),
John Merry (photography), ACDC
Signs, Trimprint and Instant Print.

CONGRATULATIONS

It is important to recognise the
efforts and achievements of our
volunteers and once gain many of
our administrators and players were
honoured on the national stage.
Congratulations to them all.

It was a great night for Ulster at

the annual Gradaim an Uachtardin
which were held in Croke Park on 7th
February. These awards recognise
great service and commitment to the
development and promotion of Gaelic
Games from our loyal and dedicated
volunteers. The Ulster recipient was
Brian McCabe from the Currin Sons
of St. Patrick’s Club in Monaghan who
served over 65 years, spanning eight
decades, as Treasurer of his beloved
club - stepping down at the Club’s
AGM in late 2024.

The Camogie Award winner was
Maureen O’Higgins, who weeks earlier
had been elected as the Down GAA
County Chairperson. The Liatrom
Fontenoy’s woman, who won an All-
Ireland Junior Camogie medal with
Down in 1991, has dedicated her life
to GAA and was the first female ever
to serve on the Ulster Council, when
she was elected as a Down delegate
in 2016.

Seamus Woods was Education Award
recipient, having championed the role
of Gaelic Games in education as both a
player and teacher at Omagh CBS and
as a player and administrator during
his days at Queen’s University. Seamus
has been the Secretary of the Ulster
Schools GAA Committee since its
inception in 2016 and for many years
before that he served as Secretary

of Ulster Colleges. He is a former
Chairperson of the GAA’s Central
Competitions Control Committee and
has the unusual distinction of presently
being the President of his first club,
Carrickmore, and Chairperson of his
current club, Drumragh Sarsfields.

Ulster GAA are twinned with Britain
and Martin Grogan (Warwickshire) was
a fitting winner of the International
Award. A Co. Mayo native, Martin has
been and remains a stalwart of the
GAA in Warwickshire, and especially in
Coventry, for over half a century.

Four players from the province were
selected on the 2025 Electric Ireland
GAA Higher Education Rising Stars
Football Team of the Year. Monaghan’s
Ryan O’Toole was part of the UCD
team which lost out to DCU in the final,
while Fionan O’Brien (Fermanagh) and
Eoin McEvoy (Derry) were part of the
Ulster University side which lost out in
the semi-final stages of the Sigerson
Cup. Cavan’s Niall Carolan of TUD
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was the fourth member of the Ulster
quartet who gained selection on the
Higher Education team of the year.

Errigal Ciaran had a brilliant run all

the way to the AIB All-Ireland Club
Championship Football Final and they
were rewarded five players being
selected on the Club Football Team of
the Year. Those honoured were Peter
0Og McCartan, whose late point had
secured the Tyrone men the Ulster title,
Joe Oguz, Peter Harte and the Canavan
brothers, Ruairi and Darragh.

Ulster Club Hurling champions Sleacht
Néill were so unlucky to lose out

to Munster Champions Sarsfields

at the All-Ireland club semi-final

stage but their efforts throughout

the Club Championship campaign
were recognised with three of their
players being selected on the AIB
Club Championship Hurling Team of
the Year, namely Fionn McEldowney,
Brendan Rogers and Shane McGuigan.

Three members of the Ulster Club
Camogie Champions, Loughguile
Shamrocks, were selected on the AIB
Club Championship Camogie Team
of the Year with Amy Boyle, Clare
McKillop and Lucia McNaughton
collecting the honours, while Clann
Eireann stalwart Niamh Murray was
the sole Ulster representative on
the AIB Ladies Gaelic Football Club
Championship Team of the Year.

It was a successful year for Tyrone with
their talented U-20 and Minor football
teams’ claiming an All-Ireland ‘double.
Talented attacker Eoin McElholm was
named as the Dalata Hotel Group

GAA U-20 Player of the Year, while

his colleagues Conan McGarvey, Joey
Clarke, Caolan Donnelly, Callum Daly
and Ruairi McCullagh joined him on
the Team of the Year. The Donegal duo

of Kevin Muldoon and Seanan Carr
was also selected on the Dalata Hotel
Group Team of the Year.

Seven members of the successful
Tyrone minor team were selected on
the Electric Ireland Minor Football
Team of the Year. Goalkeeper Ronan
Donnelly was joined on the team

by defenders Elliott Kerr, Padraig
Goodman and Aodhan Quinn,
midfielder James Mulgrew and
forwards Peter Colton and Eoin Long.
There was further honour for Peter
Colton, as the Fintona Pearses clubman
was named as the Player of the Year.

Ulster had a remarkable 22
nominations for the PWC GAA/

GPA All-Stars and five of them were
rewarded with the All-Star gong. Four
of them went to defeated All-Ireland
finalists Donegal, with Brendan McCole,
Finnbarr Roarty, Michaél Langan and
Michael Murphy collecting the honours
and they were joined by Armagh’s
Oisin Conaty. It was a fourth award for
Michael Murphy, who had come out

of inter-county retirement to play in
2025, thus matching the achievement
of his fellow Tir Conaill man, Karl
Lacey. There was further honour for
Finnbarr Roarty, who had a remarkable
first season in county colours, as

he collected the prized PwC Young
Footballer of the Year Award.

Fermanagh’s Lee Cullen, who was
selected in the full-back berth, was
the only Ulster recipient of a Tailteann
Cup All-Star, while Derry’s Ruairi O
Mianain and Eamon Conway were
joined by Cavan’s Liam O’Brien on the
Champion 15 Hurling team, which is
drawn from the players that excelled
in the Ring, Rackard and Meagher
Cup competitions. Liam also had the
distinguished accolade of being named
as the Lory Meagher Cup Player of
The Year.

Former Down camog Niamh Mallon -
now representing Galway - collected
back-to-back PwC Camogie All-Star
Awards, while there were Camogie
Soaring star honours for Down’s
Dearbhla Magee and Antrim’s Roisin
McCormick.

St. Patricks, Maghera defeated St.
Colman’s, Claremorris to win The
Hogan Cup, meaning that the famed
trophy is resting in Ulster for the third
consecutive year. Cross and Passion
College, Ballycastle won The Paddy
Buggy Cup for the fourth time, with

a one-point victory over Calasanctius
College, Galway in the final.

In recognition of its achievements

in promoting biodiversity and
environmental protection, the Ulster
GAA Sporting Nature project won

the Biodiversity Category at the
global Sports Positive Awards, held in
London in October. This international
accolade celebrates the project’s
significant impact on local ecosystems,
water protection, and community
engagement through sport. Itis

a fantastic achievement and given
that some of the other nominations

in this category included Tottenham
Hotspur Football club, Miami Heat
Basketball Club, World Rowing U-19
World Championships and Brazil
Olympic Forest. Many congratulations
to Tim McCann, Fionntan O’Dowd,
Diarmaid Marsden and everyone
involved with this amazing success
story. There was further success for
Tim and The Sporting Nature team
when he ‘collected ‘The Guardian

of the Environment’ prize at The
Aisling Awards in Belfast at the end of
November.

It was a great night for Ulster at the
MacNamee Awards for 2024, which
were held in Croke Park
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1st November. These highly prestigious
and much sought after awards honour
achievement and excellence in the
world of communications. It was a
great night for our very own Digital
Content Creator Michael Canavan who
picked up the ‘Best Photograph’ award
for his breathtaking photograph of the
Anglo-Celt Cup against the backdrop
of the Northern Lights, which was
taken the night before the 2024 Ulster
Final. As the winning citation said, it
certainly was a tale of two galaxies
colliding.

The ‘Best GAA Club Publication” was
‘Becoming Kings’, which charts the
journey of the Watty Graham’s Club,
Glen on their journey to annexing the
All-lreland Club football title. Warmest
congratulations to Frank McEldowney,
Colm Molloy and all those involved in

this wonderful publication.

The ‘Best GAA Programme’ was won
by the Down GAA Communications
Committee for their 2024 County
Football championship final
production. For Communications
Officer Paula Magee, it was her second
MacNamee Award, adding to the one
she won in 2022.

Ballyshannon native, and current Club
Chairperson, Barry O’Neill picked

up the ‘Best GAA Related Radio
Programme’ for the RTE ‘Sunday Sport’
tribute to the late and great Micheadl

O Muircheartaigh. Barry was the
producer on the programme. Another
Donegal native, Kieran Cunningham
from the Naomh Columba Club in
Glencolmcille, won the ‘National Media
Award’ for his ‘Dubliners’ compilation
of short stories, which was published in
‘The Irish Daily Star’ newspaper on 7th
September 2024.

The Gradam na Gaeilge (Irish language
Award) also came to the province
when the Belfast based ‘Below The
Radar’ production company, under the
direction of Maire Breatnach, won the
award for their television documentary
‘Pobail na Pairce’ which went behind
the scenes on big match days at some
of our leading stadia, including St.
Tiernach’s Park in Clones.

In Handball it was another successful
year on the national stage for Ulster
players with the highlight being
Cavan’s mercurial Paul Brady collecting
his 11th All-Ireland Singles Title, an
amazing way to round off a glittering
career in the sport.

It was an all-Ulster affair in The All-
Ireland Senior Men’s Rounders Final
with Carrickmacross Emmets getting
the better of their Cavan neighbours

Erne Eagles in another exciting
meeting between these great rivals.

Paul Hannan (Armagh) and Ciaran
Bradley (Down) were the recipients

of the Back of The Year and Forward
of The Year accolades, respectively,

at the M Donnelly Wheelchair Hurling
All-Stars, while Cavan’s Maggie Farrelly
collected the Wheelchair Hurling
Referee of The Year Award.

As the club season closed for the
year there was All-Ireland success

for both Bridini Oga, Glenravel and
Eire Og, Carrickmore in the All-
Ireland Junior and Junior ‘B’ Camogie
titles respectively, while Knockbride
(Cavan) triumphed in the All-Ireland
Intermediate ladies Football Final.
Special praise is also due to a gallant
St. Ergnat’s, Moneyglass team which
reached the All-Ireland Senior Ladies
Club Football final but lost out to
Kilkerrin/Clonberne (Galway) who won
their fifth successive title at this level.

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL & STAFF
As ever, | am again indebted to the
outstanding contribution made by so
many people to the furtherance of
Gaelic Games in Ulster. The levels of
appreciation and debt of gratitude
owed to you all can never be fully
quantified. Forby our Provincial
Council there are over 25 sub-
committees/workgroups, not to
mention the many events we host both
on and off the field of play. Without
the contribution of so many dedicated
volunteers and staff, so much less
would be possible, so a hearty well
done to all.

Our President Michael Geoghegan has
had a very much hands-on approach
as he has immersed himself in the work
of the Council during his first year in
office. His experience and knowledge
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and understanding of wider GAA
affairs is a tremendous asset to the
work of the Council and his guidance
and wise counsel has been invaluable
to me. He is leading from the front at
what is a crucial time for the Council
on numerous fronts.

Vice-President Declan Woods is a
tremendous asset to our leadership
team and his forensic mind and
attention to detail is a strong trait that
ensures we remain focused on our
strategic goals. As Chairperson of the
Hurling Development Committee he
has overseen new initiatives like the
Junior B Provincial competition and his
overall understanding of GAA affairs in
the province is a real strength.

Michael McArdle’s oversight of our
financial affairs and close relationship
with the wider Ulster GAA Finance
team and Finance Committee has
been excellent and thanks in no small
measure to his expertise in this sphere,
our financial position remains strong.
Garrett Coyle has brought some
innovative ideas to the table in his role
as Communications Officer. He has
expertly overseen our ongoing digital
roll-out and helped build Ulster GAA’
digital platform with a series of new
and enterprising initiatives during his
tenure. He has built up a good rapport
with the media and ensures that the
Ulster GAA story is always heard by
the wider public.

| say a farewell to Council members
who leave the Council today. | thank
them for your invaluable contribution
to the work of Ulster GAA during
your tenure. The Council will be all
the poorer without you. May | be
forgiven for making special reference
to Ciardn McLaughlin who departs
from the Council after having held the
posts of Treasurer, Vice-Chairperson

and Chairperson. He has given great
service to the GAA at club, county,
provincial, national and at international
levels and continues as Chairperson

of World GAA. He led from the front
as Chairperson of the Ulster Council
and in his final year in that seat, Ulster
teams landed a clean sweep of national
football honours at county, club

and education levels. A remarkable
achievement! | wish Ciardn well in his
future endeavours. | also welcome the
new members of the Council and wish
them every success during their tenure.

| thank the Ulster GAA staff team

for their continued contribution to

the work of Ulster GAA across the
province and beyond. Your efforts
continue to keep the Ulster GAA brand
at the forefront of sporting excellence
across the province and | commend
you all for your efforts and continued
commitment.

Ulster GAA are fortunate to have
such a high calibre senior staff team
who lead their respective staff and
departments in a professional manner.
At the end of the year our esteemed
Director of Coaching & Games Dr.
Eugene Young stepped down from
his post after a quarter of a century.
When Eugene joined Ulster GAA,

he was one of just three members

of staff - along with Danny Murphy
and Seamus McGrattan - and during
his tenure he has transformed the
coaching and games sector across
Ulster and indeed further afield. In
many ways Eugene, who came from
the Sports Institute, was ahead of his
time and the success of Ulster teams
across all levels of the Association in
the past couple of decades can, in
many instances, be traced back to the
building blocks laid by Eugene.
Eugene served under eight Ulster
GAA presidents and has left a

tremendous legacy for Ulster GAA, its
counties, clubs and schools. A formal
accreditation framework and awards
process, structured pathways for
coaches, mentors, players and referees,
health and wellbeing initiatives and the
creation and growth of ‘Games for All’
are just some of the many initiatives
which bear his fingerprints. May he
have a long and happy retirement. He
has given great service for which we
owe him the highest plaudits and I've
no doubt that he won’t be far away
should we need to draw on his wise
counsel and coaching prowess.

Brian Mallon heads our Finance,
Human Resources and Business
Development department. Again, Brian
and his team have displayed expert
financial sense and sound business
acumen as we operate in a challenging
economic environment. The past year
has witnessed an increase in our staff
numbers from 52 to 59 and our Human
Resources Officer Kathy Leighton has
had an exceptionally busy year as she
has co-ordinated a significant number
of recruitment competitions, both
within Ulster GAA and for counties
across the province.

While we are all deeply frustrated by
the ongoing saga that is Casement
Park, Stephen McGeehan and his team,
despite many setbacks, have remained
steadfast throughout and will continue
to lead from the front as we aim to get
the project to fruition.

Elsewhere in this report I've paid
tribute to the sterling efforts of

our Safeguarding Manager Bernie
Fox and her team, and | reiterate
those comments again. We are so
fortunate to have such dedicated and
professional personnel working in this
vital department.

35 SN\ ULSTER GD\ AN CHOMHDHAIL BHLIANTUIL 2026



The Community Development
Department led by Diarmaid Marsden
has grown significantly over the past
number of years. A new Peace Plus
Programme, the Sporting Nature
Project and the Equality, Diversity

& Inclusion remit are all recent
additions to what was already a

busy department and Diarmaid has
continued to manage this wide-ranging
portfolio in a highly professional and
skilled manner.

Stephen Donnelly has the demanding
task of co-ordinating the entire Ulster
GAA fixtures programme but thanks to
his trusting hand and sound knowledge
and understanding of GAA affairs
throughout the province he manages
to produce a series of games which is
fair and balanced. He is a great player
to have on the Ulster GAA team.

The Marketing & Communication team
led by Paul McGurk are a vital cog

in the Ulster GAA machine, as they
embrace both modern and established
communication methods. Ulster GAA
has a following of 287k across our
four main digital platforms, with Tik
Tok the most recent addition to our
social media toolkit. Our following on
that platform has had a remarkable
17% growth in the past year to 43k
followers. Michael Devlin and Michael
Canavan ably support Paul in his
portfolio, which includes the important
role of securing and maintaining
corporate partner arrangements on
behalf of the Council.

Without the unstinting loyalty and
support of my Personal Assistant and
Secretary Geraldine McKavanagh,

my role would be much more
challenging. Her service, loyalty and
commitment is unparalleled, and her
vast knowledge of the organisation
means she can give valuable advice

and guidance on virtually every aspect
of the organisation. It what has been
an extremely sad and sorrowful year
for Geraldine and her family; she has
remained professional at all times. She
is a trusted friend not only to me but
to the entire GAA community and she
is deserving of nothing but the highest
of praise. A massive thank you to her!

OLIVER

In the late afternoon of 18th August
news reached us of the passing of

our esteemed colleague and former
president, Oliver Galligan. Oliver
passed away at Cavan General Hospital
after a short illness. Oliver was one

of life’s gentlemen. His company was
infectious and he treated everyone
with the highest dignity and respect.
While first and foremost a family man
and his loss is felt most by his wife

of 60-years Frances, his daughter
Elaine, sons John and Ollie and their
wider families, his parting also left a
deep and heartfelt void in the wider
GAA family. His contribution to the
Association at club, county, provincial
and national level more than stood the
test of time.

People first took note of Oliver’s many
talents when he led his beloved Cavan
Gaels to a county Minor Football
Championship win in 1967 and he
would go on to win three Senior
County Championship medals with the
Gaels. He went on to serve the club

in many capacities, including that of
Chairperson.

In 1995 he was elected as Development
Officer of the Cavan County
Committee and in 2001 he was elected
as a Cavan delegate to the Ulster
Council. He would occupy a place at
the Ulster Council table for the next

22 years, holding the posts of Public
Relations Officer, Treasurer and Vice-

Chairperson before assuming the role
of Chairperson in 2019. His tenure

as Chairperson of Comhairle Uladh
was compounded by the COVID-19
pandemic and Oliver showed great
leadership in steering the Association
in the province through troubled
waters during this most challenging of
times. While he may not have got the
privilege of physically handing over
the Anglo-Celt Cup to his namesake
Raymond Galligan (no relation), there
was not a happier man in Ireland

as he presided over the post-match
ceremonies when his beloved Cavan
won the Ulster Championship in an
empty Athletic Grounds in November
2020.

Oliver was not a person to rest on

his laurels and after he departed the
Ulster Council in January 2023, he
continued to serve as a member of the
Casement Park Project Board and at
the invitation of Jarlath Burns, when he
became GAA President in 2024, Oliver
accepted posts on both the Central
Competitions Control Committee and
the Croke Park Stadium Board and he
was a member of all three committees
when he was called from this world.

While Oliver may be no longer with

us, his legacy lives on. One for the
craic, we miss his chuckle and there
will always be an empty seat in the
back row of the stand at Kingspan
Breffni but while we may not see him
in person, we can take comfort that his
presence is still all around us. Rest in
peace, dear friend!

MICEAL

Just three months after the death of
Oliver, we lost another fellow Cavan
lar-Uachtaran, when Miceal Greenan
passed away on 29th November, after
a long illness. As his son Michael said at
his funeral, Miceal did things by ‘threes’
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and he has the unique distinction of
playing in three Ulster Senior Finals,
refereeing three Ulster Senior finals
and handing over the Anglo-Celt to
three Ulster Championship winning
captains - and all of them in Croke
Park.

Micedl gave great service to the
Association as a player, a referee and
an administrator. Born on Goa Island
(his mother’s native island), he spent
almost his entire life in Cavan and
had an interest in the GAA from an
early age. Indeed, he became Club
Secretary of his beloved Drumlane at
the tender age of 15 and as a player

he won Cavan Intermediate and Junior

Championship medals with the club.

His Ulster Senior Championship
medals, won in 1967 and 1969, were the
highlights of his inter-county career
and he would go on to be a highly
respected referee after his playing days
ended. He also served as a selector
with the Cavan senior football team.

As an administrator, he held positions
at club, county, provincial and national
levels. After serving as Cavan County
Secretary from 1976 to 1981. He then
joined the Ulster Council where he
served two terms and in 2004 he was
elected as the 32nd President of the
Council, a position he held for three
years.

A man of strong conviction, Micedl

was a profound supporter of ‘all things
Irish” and was a strong supporter of
Scér. Despite being in failing health
for a number of years, he maintained a
strong interest in GAA matters until the
end. To his wife Carmel and children
Sonia, Cara, Aoife, Michael and Donal, |
extend the deepest sympathy of Ulster
GAA.

CONDOLENCES

There was widespread sadness at

the death of former Antrim football
Chris Murphy on 15th December 2024,
following a period of illness. Chris
won three Antrim Senior Football
Championship medals in the 1990’s
with his beloved St. Paul’s, before
moving to Lurgan where he was a
dedicated player and later coach with
the Clan na Gael Club.

Anyone who has followed Scér over
the years would have known Paddy
Mee and we were deeply saddened to
learn of his death on 17th December.
Paddy over many years adjudicated in
both Céili and Set Dancing at County,
Provincial and National Scér finals and
indeed adjudicated at the Ulster Scoér
na nOg Finals just over two weeks
before his passing. A member of the
Killeavy Club in Co. Armagh, Paddy
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won an Ulster GAA President’s Award
in 2015 and was given a GAA Long
Service Award in 2020.

On 19th December 2024 we bade
farewell to former Derry Ladies
Football team manager Patrick
O’Donnell. The Banagher native won
Ulster and All-Ireland Minor Football
Championship medals in 1983 and
followed this up with an Ulster U-21
medal in 1986. He also represented
Derry at senior level. He later moved
to Magherafelt where he became a
successful coach with the O’Donovan
Rossa Club in the town.

On New Year’s Eve we lost one of

our most dedicated referees with

the passing of John Murphy after a
brave battle with cancer. John was

a member of Derrygonnelly Harps
and was widely respected not only in
his native Fermanagh but across the
wider GAA community. He was also a
dedicated coach and volunteer.

There was heartbreak for Tyrone
physio Gareth Haughey, his wife
Natasha, their son James and their
wider circle of family and friends with
the death of their recently born darling
baby Ava Nicola on 2nd January.

We were devastated to learn on 3rd
January of the passing of 13-year-old
Tiarnan Trainor, a day after he had
been involved in a quad bike accident.
Young Tiarndn was a member of the
Killeavy U-14 team and was a valued
and popular pupil at St. Paul’s High
School in Bessbrook.

On 4th January Siobhan McMullan,
wife of Antrim GAA Chairperson
Seamus, said goodbye to her beloved
mother, Mary (O’Grady).

We were saddened to learn of the
death of John Toner on 11th January.

The Bryansford man was a stalwart
of the club and was a huge follower
of Down GAA teams. Through his
career in the hospitality industry,
John encountered many units of our
Association. He was the General
Manager of the Slieve Donard Hotel

in Newcastle when the 2010 Congress
was held at that iconic venue and,
famously, he was the General Manager
of the Europa Hotel when American
President Bill Clinton stayed there
during his historic visit to Belfast in
November 1995.

On 13th January we said farewell to
Mary Fennelly, who was President of
the Camogie Association from 1982

to 1985. Mary was a dedicated player
and official and she also served as
secretary of both her own county and
the Leinster Camogie Council. As a
player she won three All-Ireland Senior
Camogie medals with her beloved
Kilkenny and was captain of the 1976
team. She also won two All-Ireland
medals with her club St. Paul’s and
two Gael Linn medals with the Leinster
camogs.

On 16th January the Redmond
O’Hanlon’s Club in Poyntzpass lost a
true stalwart with the death of Brian
Magennis, after a period of illness. As
a player, manager and official Brian
played many roles in the club and in
1997 he had the honour of leading his
beloved club to their one and only
Armagh Junior Football Championship
title, when they overcame a highly
fancied Wolfe Tones team and claimed
the glory.

On 20th January we said farewell to
Bernie Hamill, beloved mother of our
esteemed colleague, Deirdre Moen.
Also, on 20th January we had the
passing of Teresa McGurk, mother of
Conor McGurk after whom our pre-

season hurling tournament, organised
in conjunction with Queen’s University
Hurling Club, is named.

On 21st January Noel McCaffrey, a
member of the Lisnaskea Emmett’s
Club, and a long-time Ulster GAA
steward was called to his eternal
reward.

We awoke on the morning of 22nd
January to the news that Delia
McCarron (nee McCartan) had passed
away following a long and brave

fight against her terminal illness.
Coming from a family steeped in the
GAA tradition, Delia was a lover of
Gaelic Games and culture, a trait she
bestowed on her children Tara and
Isa. It was a poignant occasion as she
watched Isa win an Ulster Minor LGFA
Club medal on 8th December and a
testament to Delia that she wanted
to be at that game, despite her failing
health. The Down LGFA Committee
subsequently named their Minor
Football Championship Cup in memory
of Delia and it was both poignant and
fitting that her daughter Isa was part
of the Carryduff team that became
the inaugural winners of the trophy in
2025.

In the early hours of 24th January,
just as Storm Eowyn began to bare
its teeth, my beloved mother-in-law
Bernardine Tominey departed this
world. An avid Armagh supporter,
she took a keen interest in the affairs
of the GAA and wasn’t shy about
making her feelings known if some
aspect of GAA policy wasn’t to her
liking. She rarely missed a game where
her grandchildren were playing, be

it Gaelic Football, Hurling or Ladies
Gaelic Football. We all mourn her loss
and miss her every day - her memory,
however, lives on.
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On the evening of 9th February we
learned the sad and heartbreaking
news of the sudden passing of

Roisin McKavanagh, dear sister of

our esteemed and valued colleague,
Geraldine. Réisin’s death came nine
short months after that of her mother,
Cecelia, and her parting has left a great
void in the McKavanagh household.

Passion is a word associated with
many GAA stalwarts over the years
and few extolled their passion better
than Jackie Mullan. Jackie, a former
Chairperson of the East Down Boad,
passed away on 11th February. Jackie
served on the County Committee over
many years, and he was also a long-
serving Club Secretary of Annsborough
GAA Club. Jackie knew better than
most the challenges of keeping a small
club alive during difficult economic
times and some of his musings at

a County Convention or a County
Committee meeting are the stuff of
legend in the Mourne County.

On 1st March the Aodh Ruadh Club

in Ballyshannon lost a great stalwart
with the death of their Club President
Owen Roe O’Neill. A talented dual
player, he won seven Donegal Senior
Football Championship medals and
one Ulster Club Football medal and
was an administrator of renown after
his playing days ended. In 2014 he
became Club President. His son Barry,
a long-time producer of ‘Sunday Sport*
on RTE Radio One, is the current Club
Chairperson.

On 9th March we said farewell to
Sinead McHugh (nee Dooher) who
passed away after a short illness. A
much-loved teacher at Our Lady and
St. Patrick’s College, Knock, Sinead
came from a Co. Tyrone family steeped
in the GAA tradition and her sister
Roisin is treasurer of Club Tyrone.

On 10th March the gaels of Down said
goodbye to one of their administrative
giants with the death of Eamonn
O’Toole. The affable Loughinisland
man led Down GAA into the new
millennium after becoming County
Chairman in 1999. Due to a change in
bye-law, he became the first County
Chairman to serve a five-year term
since George Tinnelly in the 1960’s.
He oversaw Down GAA’s centenary
celebrations in 2003 and was a strong
advocate of all codes in the Gaelic
Family. He first served on the Down
County Committee in 1971 and held
numerous posts, including that of
Down delegate to the Ulster Council.
He also served as a selector with Down
Minor and U-21 football teams. In the
days before legislative restrictions

on smoking in public places, Eamonn
would regularly have been seen
enjoying a cigar. He was extremely
proud of his native Loughinisland and
was Club President at the time of his
passing. His son Conor is Down GAA
Games Development Manager and his
son-in-law Ciaran Meenagh was part
of the 2025 Down Senior Football
management team and has recently
been appointed as the manager of
the Derry Senior football team for the
forthcoming season.

There was great sadness across The
Mourne County and beyond when
news filtered through on the evening
of 19th March, that Tony McArdle had
died. The Burren man was a stellar
player who lit up many a football field
and his knack for goal was something
of legend in his native Burren. Tony
shot to prominence when he scored
two goals in Down’s 1982 Ulster Minor
Football Final defeat to Antrim and
within two years he was lining out

for Down at senior level. He played
for Down in the 1986 Ulster Senior
Football Final but it is as an integral
part of the great Burren team of the

1980’s, that Tony is best remembered.
He won All-Ireland Club medals in
1986 and 1988 and Ulster Club medals
in 1983, 1984, 1985, 1987 and 1988. A
skilled craftsman, both on the field and
off, Tony has left behind an incredible
legacy. His son Shay captained Burren
to victory in the 2025 Ulster Club
League, leading the team to victory
just three days before the death of his
father.

On 22nd March well known inter-
county referee Barry Cassidy from
Bellaghy said goodbye to his father
Kevin.

The untimely death of John Connolly
on the afternoon of 25th March, after
a short period of hospitalisation, came
with a sense of shock and disbelief.
Just days earlier John, as always, was
in the throes of GAA activity at club,
county and provincial level and was
looking forward to volunteering at the
forthcoming Ulster Championship.
John was an ever-present at Ulster
Championship games, having acted
as Chief Steward, Safety Officer and
Event Controller over the years and he
also served as the Ulster Council Public
Relations Officer from 2013 to 2016.
John was a proud member of the
Currin GAA club in Monaghan,

and served on the club’s Executive

for many years, most recently as
Chairperson up until last year. Under
his stewardship, Currin completed the
construction of a new stand which was
officially opened in 2023.

He officiated with distinction in many
roles in Monaghan GAA, including
Vice Chairperson from 2001-2004,
Chairperson from 2005-2009, Ulster
Council Delegate 2010-2013 and 2019-
2020, Coaching Officer 2021-2024,
Hurling Committee Chairperson and,
at the time of his passing, Assistant
Secretary. He was also Monaghan
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GAA Event Controller at matches. A
dedicated volunteer who devoted his
life to the fostering and promotion of
Gaelic games - he’s missed by us all.
On 30th March Gerry Murphy, who
came on as a second half substitute
in Armagh’s 1953 All-Ireland Senior
Football final defeat to Kerry, passed
away just three days shy of his 91st
birthday. The native of Keady and
proud member of the Michael Dwyer’s
Club won Ulster Championship medals
at Senior, Junior and Minor levels and
was an avid supporter of Armagh all
through his life. Newry became his
adopted home and he spent most of
his working life in McCann'’s ‘Victoria’
Bakery in the town. A master baker
by profession, Gerry was also a noted
historian and in 1987 he wrote the
book ‘Five Generations of Baking in
Newry’ to mark the 150th anniversary
of McCann’s Bakery. He also served

as president of Newry Chamber of
Commerce and received the MBE for
his lifetime of service to the baking
industry.

On 3lst March our valued member
of An Coiste Bainistiochta Uladh and
former Ard Stitrthoéir Paraic Duffy lost
his sister-in-law Brigitte Le Juez and
on TIst April, we saddened to learn of
the death of former Fermanagh GAA
County Secretary, Eugene Houston.
Affectionately known as ‘Buff’, the
Newtownbutler First Fermanagh’s
clubman gave a lifetime of service

to the Association and held various
officer roles at both club and county
level.

The entire GAA community was
saddened to learn of the death of
Kerry legend Mick O’'Dwyer on 3rd
April. A legend of the game, ‘Micko’s’
influence on Gaelic Football spread

far beyond his native Kerry. As a
footballer he won four All-Ireland
medals and he landed eight more

as manager of the great Kerry team

of the 1970’s/80’s. He later enjoyed
managerial spells with Kildare (leading
them to a Leinster title and All-Ireland
final in 1998), Laois (leading them to
the Leinster title in 2003), Wicklow
(leading them to Tommy Murphy Cup
success in 2007 ) and Clare.

The death of Oran McConville in a road
accident in the early hours of 5th April
caused shock waves throughout the
GAA and wider community in Down.
Just hours before his untimely passing,
Oran had been part of the Drumgath
panel which played Rostrevor in a
Down All-County Division 2 League
fixture. A great community person,
Oran had in his short time on this earth
made a tremendous contribution to life
in his local area and, as a pupil at St.
Mark’s High School in Warrenpoint, had
travelling to Kenya as part of a school
project. His death was the latest

tragedy for the McConville family, as
his father Paddy had passed away just
six weeks earlier and his sister Rachel
was herself killed in a traffic accident
some years previously.

On 4th April former Antrim camog
Jane Adams said farewell to her
beloved mother Bernie and there
was further sadness for the Belfast
and Antrim GAA community with
the untimely passing of Fionnuala
Walsh on 7th April. Fionnuala was
then younger sister of O’Donovan
Rossa and Antrim hurler Gerard
Walsh. Fionnuala’s funeral took place
on the same day as Antrim hosted
Armagh in the Ulster Senior Football
Championship at Corrigan Park and
there was a poignant moment as
Armagh manager Kieran McGeeney
attended her wake enroute to the
game.

On 8th May former Donegal and Ulster
manager Brian McEniff lost his beloved
sister Mary (McGlynn) after a period
of illness. Mary would have been
known to many GAA folk through her
hospitality at the Great Northern Hotel
in Bundoran over many years. The
following day Ulster GAA Camogie co-
ordinator Julie O’Neill said farewell to
her death mother Catherine, who was
better known as Kitty to those who
knew her.

On 12th May the Chair of Ulster GAA’s
Audit and Risk Committee Anne
Garvey lost her niece Catherine Sherry
who passed away at King’s College
Hospital in London after a brave and
prolonged battle with illness. Her
death has rightly led to public calls to
ensure that Northern Ireland cancer
patients requiring the specialist
treatment needed by Catherine should
be permitted to travel to Dublin to
receive it, rather than to Great Britain.
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On the morning of 13th May we
learned of the passing of Brendan
Keaney, former Chairperson of the
Cavan County Committee. As both a
player and an administrator, Brendan
made a telling contribution to the
Cavan Gaels Club and was part of their
breakthrough championship winning
team of 1965. Ten years later Brendan
managed The Gaels to another county
title and he also served as Chairperson
of the club. He later moved to the
nearby Killygarry Club, where he lived,
and served as both Chairperson and
team manager. He held numerous
posts at County Committee level and
served as County Chairperson from
1993 t0 1999. His proudest moment no
doubt came in 1997 when as County
Chair he presided over the return of
the Anglo-Celt Cup to the Breffni
County for the first time in 28 years.

In 2019 he was elected Honorary
President of the Cavan County
Committee in recognition of the many
years of voluntary and loyal service at
both club and county level.

On 17th May we learned of the tragic
death of James Kelly, who died
following a road collision in Perth. The
young Armagh man had been a hurler
with the Cuchulainn Club, where his
father (Jimmy) is Vice-Chairperson.
On the morning of 6th June our
esteemed colleague Geraldine
McKavanagh lost her brother Michael.
This heartbreaking death for Geraldine
and her family, came just four months
after the passing of her beloved sister
Roisin and just over a year after the
death of her mother Cecelia. It has
been a traumatic time for Geraldine
and her family and our hearts bleed
for them.

On 9th June Attracta McLernon,
dear wife of Danny, departed this
world. Attracta was an ever present

by Danny’s side at many Ulster GAA
events over the years and on 12th
June former Association and Ulster
GAA President Aogan O Fearghail said
farewell to his brother Shay, who died
peacefully following a short illness.

On the morning of 29th June, just
hours before Armagh put their All-
Ireland title defence on the line, against
Kerry, Crossmaglen Rangers lost a
true stalwart in Tom McKay. A player,
selector and Club Secretary with his
native Newry Shamrocks, Tom moved
to Crossmaglen after his marriage
and became engrained in the famous
South Armagh Club. He was PRO of
the club during their great Ulster and
All-Ireland triumphs and will almost
be remembered as one of life’s true
gentlemen.

On 5th July Down GAA lost a true
stalwart with the sudden passing of
Gabriel Trueman. The Teconnaught
Clubman was a former Down GAA
Youth Officer and Secretary of the
East Down GAA Board. A tireless
volunteer, he was part of Peter
McGraths’s backroom team for both
Down’s 1991 Senior Football and 1987
Minor Football All-Ireland winning
campaigns.

Tragic news crossed The Atlantic on
6th July 2025 when word spread of
the death of Damien O’Brien in Los
Angeles. The father of two, originally
from Killygordon in Donegal, died
following a traffic incident and was

a prominent member of the Wild
Geese GAA Club in Huntington Beach,
having represented the club both

as a player and at committee level.
His wife Michelle was pregnant with
their third child at the time of his
untimely passing. Damien’s life was
remembered ahead of the Donegal v
Meath All-Ireland semi-final in Croke
Park on 13th July.

On 11th July Gerry O’Neill departed
this world. The Kilrea man, along with
his brother Leo, was part of the Derry
panel which reached the All-Ireland
Senior Football Final in 1958 and
some nine years later, as a teacher

in the school, he, along with Canon
John Treanor, was at the helm as St.
Colman’s College, Newry defeated St.
Jarlath’s, Tuam to win The Hogan Cup
for the first time. Part of that winning
team was Jimmy Smyth and in 1977
Gerry was the manager of the Armagh
team - his second spell in charge of
the Orchard County - as they won the
Ulster title for the first time since 1953
and went on to reach the All-Ireland
Final where they lost out to a star-
studded Dublin outfit. Gerry came
from a great sporting family, with

his brother Martin having a glittering
football career both as a player and

a manager, including winning two
European Cup medals as a player with
Nottingham Forest.

On 17th July Cavan and Ballymachugh
said farewell to one of their greatest
ever stalwarts in Owensie Smith and on
21st July Patsy Cunningham, a stalwart
of the Crossmaglen Rangers Club

and father of All-Ireland club football
winning captain Anthony, passed away
after a long illness.

The horrific deaths of Vanessa Whyte
and her teenage children, James and
sara Rutledge, on 23rd July were met
with a sense of shock and disbelief
across the country and across the
entire GAA family. Their lives and
deaths and referenced in greater detail
elsewhere in this report.

On 29th July news reached us from
New York that Malachy Burns had
passed away following a period

of illness. Malachy first came to
prominence with a towering display
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for his beloved Bryansford in the 1977
Down Senior Football Championship
final and he would go on to win Ulster
U-21 Championship medals with

Down in 1978 and 1979, adding an
All-Ireland medal in the latter year. His
younger brother Eamonn would later
win two All-lreland Senior Football
Championship medals with the Mourne
County and also go on to manage the
Down senior team.

On the evening of 30th July former
Down and Ballygalget Chairperson
Benny Crawford died suddenly. On
two occasions, firstly in 1979 and again
in 1981, Benny served as Down GAA
County Chairperson. Benny, who

was Hurling Board Chair at the time,
was persuaded to assume the role of
County Chairperson on a one-year
basis, during what was a difficult time
administratively for the county. During
his year in office Down annexed the
All-lreland U-21 title for the first and
only time. Two years later, Benny was
back at the helm. As Chairperson of
the Ballygalget Club (a role he held
from 1963 to 1982), he attended the
Annual County Convention and ended
up going home as County Chairperson,
having been nominated and elected
on the day, when both candidates
who had been nominated for the role,
withdrew from the contest. 1981 was a
particularly turbulent year for the GAA
in the north, with games being played
against the backdrop of the Maze/
Long kesh hunger strike, but Benny
expertly navigated the county through
these choppy waters and Down

would win the Ulster Senior Football
title that year for the first time in a
decade. Benny was a hurler of note,
representing both club and county
and was the holder of four Down
Senior Hurling championship medals.
Benny was also a noted referee and

he took a keen interest in that subject

area. An excellent administrator with
a keen attention to detail he was also
heavily involved in the GAA Comhairle
Programme and he served on
numerous sub-committees at different
levels across the Association. He was
also chair of the Down GAA Hurling
workgroup which produced the report
‘Getting Down to Hurl’ which set a
blueprint for the development of the
game in the Mourne County.

On 7th August the gaels of Down said
farewell to Tony Hadden, who had
been an integral part of the Down
All-Ireland winning teams of 1960 and
1961. Renowned for his ability to fist
the ball long distances, Tony had the
distinction of being the first Down
player to score in an All-Ireland Final,
when he kicked Down’s opening point
in the 1960 final. He won four Ulster
Senior Football Championship medals
to sit alongside his two All-Ireland
medals and he also won two National
League medals and an Ulster Junior
Championship medal with Down. He
lined out at left-corner-forward on the
Ulster team which defeated Munster
in the 1960 Railway Cup Final. He won
Down Senior Football championship
medals with Newry Shamrocks in 1956

and 1961 and eleven years later added
a Down Junior Football Championship
medal to his collection.

Tony made both his minor and senior
debut for Down in 1954 and that

was to start a long association with
county teams, both as a player and

as a coach. He was part of Sean
O’Neill’'s management team which
guided Down to their first All-Ireland
Minor title in 1977 and four years later
he was part of Down’s Ulster Senior
Football Championship management
team which won the Anglo-Celt Cup.
A proud Newry man, Tony was one of
the greats of Down football and he has
made an indelible mark in the history
of the GAA in the Mourne County.

On 16th August we witnessed the
death of former Cavan footballer
Paddy Blessing at Cavan General
Hospital - just two days before the
passing of his good friend Oliver
Galligan at the same location.

On 17th August the Belcoo Club were
shocked with the sudden passing of
club stalwart Barry ‘Red’ Leonard. His
death came just weeks after that of
Aaron Leonard (no relation), a fitness
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instructor with strong links to the club,
who died suddenly on 23rd July.

On 18th August the gaels of Cavan and
Ulster said goodbye to our dear friend
Oliver Galligan. A highly respected
member of the GAA family, his loss
was mourned throughout Ireland and
beyond and a separate tribute to Oliver
is penned elsewhere in this report.

On 19th August we learned of the

sad passing of young Dylan Ward,
following injuries sustained in an
incident the evening before. Dylan was
a valued member of the Four Masters
GAA Club in Donegal and, indeed, won
an All-Ireland Féile Shield medal with
the club just a matter of weeks before
his death. He was a popular student
at Abbey Vocational School and a
talented individual who was taken from
us much too soon.

On 20th August our colleague Stephen
McGeehan said farewell to his dear
mother-in-law Janette Duffy. For
some 17 months Janette approached
her debilitating illness with courage
and grace and | know she was an
inspiration to Tanya and her sisters
and to the wider Duffy and McGeehan
households.

The South Derry community was
rocked by the tragic death of young
Peter Bell, a student at St. Pius X
College in Magherafelt, on 30th
August. An underage player with

the Henry Joy McCracken’s Club in
Moneymore, Peter was a well-liked
student who had so much to give. He
had completed his GCSE examinations
just a matter of months before his
untimely passing.

Also on 30th August the sudden
passing of former Roslea Shamrocks
footballer Johnny Murray while
climbing Cuilcagh Mountain in Co.
Fermanagh was met with sadness and

disbelief. Johnny had also played with
the St. Colmcille’s GAA Club in Cardiff
when he spent some time in the city.

A sense of shock descended upon the
St. Michael’s Club in Newtownhamilton
on 6th September when news broke
of the sudden passing of their Club
Chairperson Liam Davidson. Liam had
represented his club as a player, coach
and administrator over the years and
was widely popular across the Armagh
GAA family. He also had a passion for
road bowls and it was while attending
a road bowls meeting in Co. Louth
when he died suddenly.

Another link in the chain of Down’s
historic All-Ireland triumph of 1960 was
broken with the passing of Eddie Burns
on 8th September, just a month after
his friend and colleague Tony Hadden.
A great stalwart of the The Newry
Shamrocks Club, Eddie was a panel
member of that breakthrough Down
team and had represented the county
in both the National League/Lagan
Cup) and Dr. McKenna Cup. He won
Down Senior Football Championship
medals in 1956 and 1961 and in 1973,

when in the twilight of his career,
helped Newry Shamrocks II’s win the
Down Junior Football championship
title.

The Ulster GAA family and the wider
GAA family across Armagh and
Derrynoose in particular was shocked
when news broke on the evening

of 10th September that our former
colleague Aoife Lennon had died as a
result of a road traffic accident in Co.
Monaghan. Aoife was a valued and
popular member of the Ulster GAA
staff team where she served as a Key
Stagel Schools Coach from 2007 tom
2018. Aoife had a great personality
and she was a talented footballer,
helping Armagh to win the All-Ireland
Junior Ladies Football title in 2005,
defeating Sligo in the final. She’s sadly
missed by all those who knew her
and especially her wife Karen, parents
Seamus and Adele and brothers
Patrick and Sean.

Also, on 10th September came the
death of Brendan McManus who

had for many years helped out as a
gateman at Derry and Ulster GAA
games. A dedicated gael, Brendan was
a member of the Drum club in Derry.

On 11th September young Ballyhaise
player Leon Briody lost his battle with
leukaemia, an illness he had fought
bravely since being diagnosed with
it in 2020. Leon won the hearts of
many with his GAA jersey collection
and he had the honour of presenting
the match day ball to referee Joe
McQuillan in Croke Park ahead of
the Kerry v Tyrone All-Ireland Senior
Football Championship semi-final on
12th July.

On 16th September former Down
and Saval footballer Donal Dobbin
was called from this world and the
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following day Mary O’Neill, wife of
Down’s All-Ireland dual winning
medalist Kevin, was also called to
her eternal reward. Mary was a sister
of former Armagh footballer John
McKnight.

On 19th September we said farewell to
the last surviving member of Cavan’s
1952 All-Ireland winning team when
Paddy Carolan passed away at the
great age of 96. The Mullagh man,
who played with the local Cuchulainn’s
Club, added Ulster championship
medals in 1954 and 1955 to go with his
All-Ireland and Ulster Championship
winning medals of 1952. His brother
Edwin, who also won All-Ireland
medals in 1947 and 1948, played
alongside him in the 1952 All-Ireland
final. Paddy’s son Ray won and Ulster
Championship medal in 1997 and his
grandson Niall is a current member

of the Cavan senior football team - a
great family who have and continue to
make a telling imprint on Cavan’s great
GAA story.

The 21st September brought further
heartbreak to the Crossmaglen
community with the death of Oran
Marron. Aged just 21, Oran had moved
to Perth in Australia earlier in the year
and his death came following a short
iliness. His passing came just over a
year after that of his teammate and
colleague Caolan Finnegan, whom he
had played alongside in the famed
black and amber of Crossmaglen
Rangers in his younger days.

Every club has a person (or people)
who, no matter where they go or
travel, are known as being completely
synonymous with their club, what it
stands for and what it does. Two
such people were Brian Comiskey and
Padraig Rafferty. Brian gave his life
and soul to the Lacken Celtic Club in
Cavan, while Padraig did likewise with

his beloved Galbally Pearses in Tyrone.
Wherever their team was playing they
were there, whatever the club needed
doing, they were the first people with
their hands up. It is on such people
that the GAA is built. While they

may have been called to their eternal
reward on 30th September and 9th
October respectively, their memories
will forever linger and nowhere more
than in their homeland communities of
Kilnaleck and Galbally respectively.

On 29th September Cavan County
Chairperson Mark O’Rourke said
goodbye to his beloved father, Donal.
He had been a former player with the
Ballyhaise Club and a strong supporter
of the Association. One of his proudest
moments was when Mark became
Cavan GAA County Chairperson in
December 2024.

On 28th October our colleague
Kevin Kelly lost his father, also called
Kevin, who passed away after a long
illness. Kevin was a stalwart of the
Ballinascreen Club in Derry

On 1st November news reached us of
the sudden death of former Armagh
and Pearse Og’s player Gerard McCoy.
He had been living in Kerry for many
years and died suddenly while on
holiday in Lanzarote

On 3rd November we woke up to the
sad news that Eugene ‘Nudie’ Hughes
had passed away in the early hours
of the morning. Nudie was an iconic
figure, a true warrior both on and

off the pitch. He battled cancer with
bravery for some seven years and he
was an inspiration to us all, remaining
active to the last. His company was
infectious and you always felt better
after a conversation with him. He

is best remembered for his exploits
on the field of play for his county of
Monaghan and the Castleblayney
Faughs Club.

A footballing genius, he won All-Star
Awards in both defence and attack -
one of only six players to do so (and
the only one to do so in both the full
back line and full forward line) - and
his 1979 Award (he won others in1985
and 1988) gave him the distinction of
being the first Farney player to win
one. He also won three Railway Cup
medals with Ulster, three Ulster Senior
Football Championship medals, two
Ulster Club Championship medals
and 10 Monaghan County titles as a
footballer and two as a hurler.

On 5th November we said farewell to
Tom McKeagney, a great stalwart of
the O’Neill County. As a player Tom
represented the Red Hands for over a
decade in a less successful era for the
county and he then served as both
County Senior Team Manager and
Assistant Manager, working alongside
Art McRory with the first Tyrone
team to contest an All-Ireland Senior
Football Final, in 1986. Tom was also
art of another ‘first’ as he lined out
for Augher St Macartan’s on their
breakthrough Tyrone Senior Football

N ULSTER G\

ANNUAL CONVENTION 2026 44



Championship winning team of 1976
and he also played club football with
the Fintona Pearses Club.

On 6th November long time Ulster and
Armagh steward Brendan McGeary
said goodbye to his dearest wife

Anne Ita and on 10th November
Martin Harte, brother of Tyrone’s three
time All-Ireland winning manager
Mickey, also passed away. The Errigal
Ciaran clubman played alongside
Mickey in Tyrone’s 1973 Ulster U-21
Championship winning side.

Ulster GAA Coaching & Games
Development Committee Chairperson
Paul Duggan said goodbye to his
brother Michael (Mick) on 12th
November and on 15th November the
sad news reached us of the death of
Richard Starkey, a member of Down’s
1994 All-Ireland winning panel. Having
played with the Bright GAA Club in his
younger days, Richard had a lifelong
association with the Downpatrick Club,
with which he won three Down Senior
Football championship medals. He
also won a Down Intermediate Football
championship medal and would

then go on to manage Downpatrick.
Despite ill health in his latter years,
Richard’s enthusiasm for life never
dampened and many will remember
him greeting the crowd in Croke Park
while in a wheelchair at the 2019 All-
Ireland final, when the Down jubilee
team of 1994 were honoured.

On the night of 15th November five
young people lost their lives in a

tragic and devastating road accident
near Dundalk. Shea Duffy (21), Chloe
Hipson (21), Chloe McGee (23), Dylan
Commins (23) and Alan McCluskey
(23). It’s totally heartbreaking that five
more young people have died on our
roads and our hearts go out to all their
families. Candlelight vigils were held at

the Drumconrath GAA Club in Meath
and the Sean McDermott’s GAA Club in
Ardee in the wake of this tragedy. Alan
McCluskey was a former player with
the former club, Shea Duffy played
juvenile football with Magheracloone
and Chloe McGee was a former
footballer with Aughnamullen. Her
brother Aaron is a current hurler with
Carrickmacross Emmets.

On 26th November former Down
camogie player Deborah Croskery (nee
Kelland) lost her brave battle with
cancer. Deborah had been a player

of note with Ballyholland Harps, and
she was also a successful coach with
both The Harps and with Castlewellan,
where she resided after her marriage.

On the morning of 29th November
we learned of the passing of former
Ulster GAA President Miceal Greenan.
He left an indelible mark on the

GAA landscape as a player, referee
and administrator and he has been
remembered elsewhere in this report.
On the last day of November word
spread of the death that morning of
Michael McLoone. Better known in
Donegal circles as Mickey, he was a
graceful footballer who would have
won many more honours for club
and county had injury not ended his
playing career in 1970. He won Ulster
U-21 Championship medals in 1963,
1964 and 1966 and, having made his
inter-county debut at the age of 19,
he captained Donegal in their 1966
Ulster Final defeat to Down, while
aged just 21. He won Donegal Senior
Football Championship medals with St.
Joseph’s and also won a medal in the
Dunmore McHale’s tournament, which
was a de facto ‘unofficial All-Ireland
Club Championship. He managed his
beloved Aodh Ruadh in Ballyshannon
to back-back Donegal County titles
in 1986 and 1987 and in both years

came close to defeating eventual
Ulster Champions, Burren. Michael
enjoyed a successful career in public
service, rising to the post of Donegal
County Manager and he served on
the board of, and indeed chaired,
numerous public bodies. He also had
a keen interest in ‘the arts.’ He is the
father of current Donegal GAA Vice-
Chairperson, David.

On the morning of 5th December
Fionnuala Hartigan lost her brave
battle with cancer. The Vice-principal
of St. Patrick’s College, Banbridge was
the mother of three teenage children
and the daughter of Ray Morgan,
former Head of Physical Education at
St. Colman’s College, Newry and twice
All-Ireland Club winning manager with
Burren.

On 8th December we learned of the
passing of Briege Daly, a stalwart of
the Augher Club, who passed away
following an accident.

On 9th December Cavan said farewell
to Tom Lynch from the Mountnugent
Club who represented the county
from the late 1950’s to early 1970’s,
winning four Ulster Senior Football
championships and two Dr. McKenna
Cup medals in the process.

The following day we learned of the
sudden passing of Brian White from
the Clann Eireann Club in Lurgan.
Brian was a loyal steward who could
be seen volunteering at many of our
games, particularly those taking place
in The Athletic Grounds.

On 12th December Armagh and St.
Patrick’s, Cullyhanna lost another
great stalwart with the passing of
Michael (Mick) O’Hanlon. A devoted
clubman, Mick was also part of the
1949 Armagh All-Ireland winning Minor
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Football squad and he was also a panel
member of the 1953 senior team which
reached the All-Ireland final.

On 13th December Maria McLaughlin,
wife of our esteemed lar-Uachtaran
Combhairle Uladh, Ciaran, said

farewell to her beloved mother Carol
(McGonagle), who passed away after
a period of illness. Carol’s death came
just over two years after that of her
dearest husband John.

To these and all our members who lost
loved ones over the past year, | offer
my sincerest condolences on behalf of
Ulster GAA. May they rest in peace!

THANKS

| place on record my deepest gratitude
to the many volunteers in our clubs
and counties who continue to give of
their valuable time to further the ideals
of this great organisation. | thank also
the many stewards and ticket scanning
personnel who assist on match days
and in so doing, provide a valuable
service to the many patrons who
attend our matches.

| thank all our County Committees

and their hard-working officers and all
the sub-committees of Ulster GAA for
their time and effort. During the year
Frankie Quinn retired as Antrim County
Secretary and his counterpart in
Fermanagh, Tom Boyle, will step down
next month. Both men gave unstinting
service in the role and | know that they
will continue to serve their respective
counties and the wider Association
going forward. | thank them for their
help and unwavering support.

| also make specific mention of Brian
Armitage (Fermanagh) and Declan
Flanagan (Monaghan) who have also
departed the Chair’s seat in their
respective counties and, like Frankie

and Tom, | know that they will continue
to play a significant role in the GAA
affairs of their native counties and,
indeed, further afield.

this wonderful job.

| thank also the GAA President Jarlath
Burns, Ard Stiurthoir Tom Ryan and
the staff of Croke Park who are always
so generous with their time. | also

pay tribute to my fellow Provincial
Secretaries for their friendship and
support.

| thank also our colleagues in Ulster
Camogie, Ulster Ladies GAA and Ulster
Handball for their co-operation and
understanding and | also give thanks to
the numerous statutory organisations’
and other sporting bodies with whom
Ulster GAA has a close working
relationship.

The involvement of sponsors at all
levels of our Association is crucial and
| thank our Corporate Partners for their
commitment to supporting the GAA
at provincial level during what are

still very challenging economic times.
Ulster GAA returned to Croke Park to
host our Partners’ Day event at the
All-Ireland quarter final stage in June.
Our valued partners in attendance
were; O’Neills, Ulster Independent
Clinic, Translink, MCS Group, McKeever
Sports and UTV. We were delighted
to have Bank of Ireland back on board
with the return of the McKenna Cup
competition and we finished the year
positively with the announcement of
Indigo Sports Solutions as our newest
partner. Our commercial workgroup

is working on plans to increase our
commercial revenue capability with a
first Business Breakfast event planned
for late January.

Finally, | pay the biggest thanks of
all to the team at home for their
continued loyalty and support. My

Le meas,

wife Deirdre, a rock at my side, and to
my children Etain, Ardan and Malachai,
| say a huge thank you. Without the
help of you all, | would not be doing

BRIAN MAC FHIOBHUI

RUNAI
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COMHAIRLE ULADH C.L.G.
ULSTER COUNCIL G.A.A. 2025

UACHTARAN:
Michedl Mag Eochagain
Michael Geoghegan

RUNAEI:
Brian Mac Fhiobhui
Brian McAvoy

IAR-UACHTARAN:
Ciaran MacLochlainn
Ciaran McLaughlin

LEAS UACHTARAN:
Déaglan Mac Giolla Choille
Declan Woods

CISTEOIR:
Micheal Mac Ardail
Michael McArdle

OIFIGEACH CUMARSAIDE:
Geardid Mac Giolla Chomhaill
Garrett Coyle

AONTROIM:
Ciaran Mag Raith
Kieran Megraw

Séan O Ceallaigh
Sean Kelly

ARD MHACHA:
Peadar O Murchu
Peter Murphy

Clar O Siail
Claire Shields

CABHAN;
Gearoid O Bradaigh
Gerry Brady

Tomas O Raghailligh
Tom O’Reilly

DOIRE:
Marcas MagFhionnain
Mark Gannon

Marcas Chesney
Mark Chesney

DUN NA NGALL:
Ciaran O Ceallaigh
Cieran Kelly

Aindrit O Dochartaigh
Andy Doherty

AN DUN:
Breandan Mac Giolla Phadraig
Brendan Fitzpatrick

Marcas O Dughaill
Mark Doyle

FEAR MANACH:
Gréagoir O Ceallaigh
Greg Kelly

Tiernach Mac Mathuna
Tiernach Mahon
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MUINEACHAN:
Proinsias MacSeoin
Francie Jones

Mairéad Ni Bhaoghill
Mairead Boyle

TiR EOGHAIN:
Ruairi O Briain
Rory O’Brien

Michelin Nic an Choiligh
Michelle Cox

CUMANN NA MBUNSCOL:
Liam Mag Aoidh
Liam Magee

SCOILEANNA ULADH:
Padraig Mac Giolla Fhiondain
Paddy Linden

ARD OIDEACHAIS:
Marcas Copeland
Mark Copeland

LIATHROID LAIMHE:
Geardid O Néill
Gerry O’Neill

HONORARY LEGAL ADVISOR:

Gearard O hir
Gerry O’Hare
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